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ebrate Black History 
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Jersey City 
slaps Y2K 
pink slip 

on employees 


By Gloria Dulan-Wilson 
Staff Writer 


While the rest of the world 
was gearing up to bring in the 
year 2000, some of Jersey City 
employees were being pink 
slipped, putting a considerable 
damper for them on the 21st 
Century. 

In what could almost be 
termed a stealth act, 19 employ- 
ees in the city’s housing and 
code violation department were 
terminated in an effort to "bal- 
ance the budget." 

"It was as if all the years of 
service, hard work and commit- 
ment meant absolutely nothing," 
stated Windell Jones. "I took the 
buy out, but it really didn't mean 
that much, when you think 
about it. My salary was only 
$38,000, after 21 years of ser- 
vice, and all they offered is half 
the salary plus three months of 
medical. It's a joke, really. All 
they wanted to do is to make the 
department lily white, and they 
finally got an administration 


‘It was as if all the 
years of service, 
hard work and 

commitment meant 

absolutely nothing.' 


—Windell Jones, the 
only African American 
and a senior planner in 
Jersey City's Planning 
Department 


that would go along with it. Now 
there's no one there to be a 
buffer for the black community 
when they make their moves, no 
one to ensure people get fair con- 
sideration." 

Mofalc (Mo-fal-ah) Meinga 
also took a buy out, after having 
served in their vacant and aban- 
doned buildings division. An 
employee ^ responding to 
Meinga's exit said: “I had less 
seniority than Mr. Meinga, but I 
raised so much fuss they didn't 
dare lay me off. I threatened to 
name names in reference to 
improprieties. Mr. Meinga was 
an accountant, with other skills. 
They should have made him 
head of the department. Instead 
they laid him off." 

A total of 19 employees from. 
the department were summarily 
dismissed. Another employee, 
who asked not to be identified 
stated, "we are well aware of the 
machinations in the department 
to maintain a primarily white 
front. However, the black com- 
munity of Jersey City is as much 
to blame because they don't take 
a stand. I may be next and I've 
been here for nearly 20 years. 

It's estimated that at least 
two-third of the 19 dismissed 
from the Housing and 
Community Planning arm of the 
city were African American or 
Latino. 

Shundler, who has come 
under a lot of fire for his mis- 
management of the city’s funds, 
began threatening to lay off 
employees during the summer 


after requesting additional 
funds from Gov. Christie 
itman. 


A total of 109 employees are 
slated for layoff. Other areas 
affected 
Job Regi 


pond to these 
ot returned. 


By Joy Russell Perez 


NEWARK, NJ. (AP) — In 
what they called the largest col- 
laboration between the city and. 
one of its churches, Mayor 
Sharpe James, The Rev. Jesse 
Jackson along with Woodbridge 
Mayor, James McGreevy, joined 
the pastor of Metropolitan 
Baptist Church to recently unveil 
a project to renew Newark's 
neighborhoods and improve resi- 
dents' lives. 

The $20 million project, 
unveiled during a celebration at 
Metropolitan Baptist Church 
honoring Martin Luther King Jr., 
calls for more development with- 
in a half-mile radius of the 
Springfield Avenue congregation. 

It includes new homes, a 
hotel, partial ownership in an 
expected K-Mart store, a shop- 
ping plaza, a learning center for 


By Joy Russell Perez 


were released on Thursday. 


suffering from smoke 
released Wednesday. 


sai 


first surgery Thi 


surgeon,Edwin Deitch, 


hurch sp 


Newark Mayor Sharpe James, Rev. Pastor David Jefferson and his wife Lit 
unveiling of a city revival plan involving Newark's churches and communi 


Students recall 


LIVINGSTON, N.J. (AP) — Seven of 13 
freshmen students injured in a fatal fire at a 
Seton Hall University dormitory and hospi- 
talized at Saint Barnabas Medical Center 


The seven students, who all lived on the 
third floor of Boland Hall, suffered from 
smoke inhalation. An eighth student, also 
inhalation, 


Five others who remained hospitalized 
were Nick Donato, of Sparta, and Ben 
Chibnik, both 19; and Thomas Pugilese, 
Alvaro Llanos, and Ken Simons, all 18. Three 
were listed in critical condition in the inten- 
sive care unit suffering from burns and smoke 


inhalation, one in the intensive care unit in 
serious but stable condition, and one in stable 
condition, according to a hospital spokes- 
woman. Their hometowns were not released. 

The most seriously injured student suf- 
fered burns to more than half his body, said 
Dr. Sylvia Petrone, associate director of Saint 
Barnabas Medical Center's burn unit. 

“For an 18-year-old with a 60 percent 
burn injury, there's a good chance of survival, 
but it is a life-threatening injury,” Petrone 


At University Hospital in Newark, Dana 
Christmas, a 21-year-old resident adviser 
with burns on 58 percent of her body, had her 
ay to graft skin onto her 
back and hands. She will need between three 
and five surgeries and is still is at serious risk 
of infection in her lungs and skin, said her 


Students released from the hospital 
shared tales of panie and despair as they 
managed to find their way out of the third- 
floor dorm which quickly filled with smoke 


E ur 


Texas NAACP asks 
Bush to support 
confederate 

flag campaign 


By Jim Vertuno 


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The 


children, and assisted living re 
dences for the elderly, Jam 
said. 

collaboration between ti 
city of Newark and tbe churc 
the project will be funded b; 
vate investors, the city, and 


eíferson, and Jesse Jackson after the 


, 
ži 
Z8 


here, but that God is right here in 
the center." 

Tundreds showed to listen to 
Jackson's keynote speech, leaving 
'stadding.room only. About 75 
rs wére lucky enough to find 
at in the second-floor lounge 


L 
la 


banks, James said. Willie a television was set up for 

The Rev. David Jeffe , JvieWing the speakers one floor 
Metropolitan Baptist's tel 

er his opening prayer, 

the Jackson's speech focused on the 

church's responsibilities. need for Newark residents to 


In a speech int 
Jackson, Jefferson spol 
the need for economic 
especially among the cit; 
people. 

"Someone once said ifs a fa 
lacy to believe that it is holy to bc 
broke. Well, I believe that it is a 
crime to be holy and broke?” said 
Jefferson, “We need to h our 
young people that it’s not the 
spirit over here and @¢onomics 


and flames. 
“I opened the do 


‘Our Father’ becausc 
gonna die.” 


Merla said calling 


because students mu: 


roommate's door. 


was Marissa Lorenz, 18 


save for their future. 

Ja&kson also reminded the 
ion of what the late 
Martin Luther King Jr. sacrificed. 
ensure a chance at à more pos- 


tive future. 
"We thank you, Martin 
futher King Jr., for his walking, 


lis talking, and his sacrifice 
Inbodies the hope of centuries of 
bople from the past, and let us 
e out the hope of those 


Photo by Herb Glenn 


dreams," said Jackson. 

During his speech, Jackson 
asked people to raise their hands 
if they were in credit card debt 
and had played the lottery 
Nearly the entire congregation 
raised their hands. 

*No matter how you celebrate 
Dr. King's birthday, a culmina- 
tion of credit card debt and loo 
ing for Lotto as a bail out is a 
guarantee to fail as a plan,” he 
said 

The service here in Newark 
was one of several throughout 
New Jersey which honored King, 


Texas NAACP on Friday asked 
Gov. George W. Bush to support 
its efforts to have the 
Confederate battle flag removed 
from a plaque on the state 
Supreme Court building. 

Bush, the Republican presi- 
dential front-runner, has side- 
stepped a battle over use of the 
flag in South Carolina, saying a 
decision whether to fly it over 
that state’s Capitol must come 
from voters there. 

South Carolina has flown the 
flag over its Statehouse since 
1962. The National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People have begun a tourism 
boycott of the state until the flag 
comes down. 

Texas flies the state flag and 
the American flag at its Capitol. 

Ina letter, the NAACP asked 
Bush to state publicly that the 
flag is offensive to minority 
groups, who say the flag repre- 
sents slavery in the old South. 


‘We are not asking you to 
personally condemn the 
flag, but to say simply that 
it honestly offends a large 
segment of the 

population and 

therefore should not be 
used as an official public 
symbol, particularly in a 
location like our highest 
court where people go to try 
and obtain justice.’ 


“We are not asking you to 


personally condemn the flag, but 
to say simply that it honestly 
offends a large segment of the 
population and therefore, should 
not be used as an official public 


who was known for his message | Symbol, particularly in a location 
of nonviolent action and civil dis- | like our highest court where peo- 
obedience. ple go to try and obtain justice," 
Gov. Christie Whitman spoke | wrote Gary Bledsoe, president of 
at Rutgers Universit: in | the NAACP Texas chapter. 
Piscataway, and Congressman Bledsoe wrote that the flag 
Donald Payne addressed the con- | as become a symbol of “hate and 
gregation at the Paradise Baptist | division." 
Church in Newark "Texas proudly flies the 


eton Hall fire 


flames,” said Alyssa Meli 
Branch. “My roommate à 


out. The two eventually 


and there were 
18, of West Long 
d I started saying 
thought we were 


911 was difficult 
a code to dial 
aped through a 


ofSeotch Plains, said 


she was in her room w 

Paramus, along with 

had slept through the a 
"When 1 first heard 


alarms,” said Lorenz. 


want to leave.” 


“I took my sweater off and put it in my 
mouth and went to the door, and the handle 
was already hot,” said Fox 

“We pulled this kid into ourroom and shut 
the door,” said Lorenz. “We didn't know who | ci 
he was, I mean, this boy was 

Lorenz said she tried to calm the student, 
and asked him to nod if he could hear her, but 
he would only cling to her leg. 

"The hair on his legs were singed. He was 
charred. His hands were black and his whole 
face was charred black," said Fox. *He told us 


Texas and American flags over 
our state buildings throughout 
our capital complex," said Bush 
campaign spokesman Scott 
McClellan. 

"There are many historical- 
representations of the six differ- 
ent governments that governed 
Texas in the past. 

"Texas is a diverse state and 


we are proud of our diversity and 
we certainly hope people are not 
trying to politicize this in the 


ontext of the presidential cam- 
there are 


paign. He recogni 
strong emotions on both sides,” 
McClellan said. 


The building that houses the 


state Supreme Court and Court 
of Criminal Appeals, Texas’ two 


"I opened th 
there were 


him. 


his name, but we don't remember. There was 
so much commotion.” 

The students said they were not told what 
happened to the student after they pulled 
him into their room and firefighters rescued 


‘Tm not leaving. I mean, 


spokeswoman. A 
Merla noted students emester even- 
tually ignored false alarm: 
our final exam 


Lorenz and Fox said 
screams just outside their q 


itl 
tw 
la 
thi 


there were 18 
to a campus 


onors. 


Romil Sumilang, 18, of Teaneck, said he 
crawled into the smoke-filled hallway with 
his roommate and couldn’t find a way out. 

“I lost my roommate in the dark, and then 
I heard a voice in the stairwell saying. ‘If you 
can hear me, come to my voice!" 

Sumilang escaped, but said he heard a 
female student yelling for help, so he went 
back inside the burning dorm and dragged 
her to safety. 

Killed in the fire were 18-year-old fresh- 
men Frank S. Caltabilota of West Long 
Branch, John N. Giunta of Vineland and 
Aaron C. Karol of Green Brook. Two were 
found in the lounge and the third was found 
in a near by bedroom, Campolo said. 

The funeral will be held on Monday at St. 
John's Church in Dunellan for Karol. The 
other two victims Caltabilota and Giunta 
funerals will also be held on Monday. 

Ms. Karol said the family plans to estab- 
lish a scholarship fund at Watchung Hills 
High School where Aaron graduated with 


several school 
the state, Bledsoe said. Nearby 
Hays County has been sharply 
divided in recent months over 
use of the flag at high school 
football games. 


highest courts, has two bronze 
plaques inside that refer to the 
Confederacy. One has the seal of 
the Confederacy and the other 
includes an image of the stars 
and bars battle flag and quotes 
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee. 

“I rely upon Texas regiments 


in all tight places and fear I have 
to call upon them too often. They 
have fought grandly, nobly.” the 
plaque reads. 


Court spokesman, Osler 


McCarthy said the building was 
built with money donated from a 
Confederate widows fund and 
was commissioned in 1955. The 
building is operated by the state- 
general services department, not 
the court, he said. 


“This is not the first time this 


has been raised,” McCarthy 
said. “The court is sympathetic 
but it ain’t our building." 


The battle flag also is used by 
districts around 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26 


ORANGE - The Office of the County 
Clerk will be at Orange City Hall from 
830 am to 4:30 pm. to process 
Passports, Notary Public Oaths, ABC 
ID's, Veterans Licenses, and Filing of 
Physicians Licenses. You must provide 
your own pl For more informa- 
tion, call (973) 621-4915. 


NEW BRUNSWICK - The New Jersey 
Bar Foundation hosts a seminar on 
Wills and Estate Planning at the New 
Jersey Law Center. 7 p.m. (732) 249- 
5000 


TRENTON - NJAC Board of Directors 
Reorganization meeting will be held 9 
am. at the NJ State House, Room 
319, Third FI. 


NEWARK - NJN's Images/Imagenes to 
hold auditions for 14th Annual 
Hispanic Youth Showcase Talent 
Search 2000 through Jan. 28th at its 
Newark studio. Children between ages 
8 and 17 are encouraged to audition. 
For more information, call (609) 777- 
5001 


TRENTON - NJ Women's Basketball 
LIVE! on NUN at 7:30 p.m 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 


/ARK - 1,000 Friends Education 
incheon retums to the Newark 
Club with special guest speaker 
Justice Alan Handler. 12 p.m. (973) 
621-663 


NEWARK - A Board of Adjustment 
Meeting will be held 7:00 p.m. at City 
Hall, Council Chamber. For more infor- 
mation, call (973) 733-6333 


NEWARK - A visual tour will be held at 
the New Jersey Historical Society from 
12:15 through 1 p.m. Bring your lunch, 


ders’ workshop 
0 pm. Freeholders 
ot Records. 


Freeholders’ regular 
800 pm 
Hall of 
MONDAY, JANUARY 31 


NEWARK - 
verage Con 


A Board of Alcoholic 
meeting will be held 
m 301. For more infor- 
T 973) 733-6445. 


TUESDAY - FEBRUARY 1 


NEWARK e than 115 teachers 
from throughout the state will convene 
at the NJPAC (New Jersey Performing 
Arts Center) for a full day of NJPAC's 
ture Professional Development 
Workshops. For more information, call 


Perfect Documents" will 
) of the photographs trom 


NEW YORK - 
50 


call (212) 535-7710 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4 


NEWARK - Attend the 6th Public 
Hearing of Citizens regarding 
American Prisons from 6:00 to 9:00 


January 26 — February 1, 2! 


p.m. at Essex County College. Free 
Admission. For more information, call 
(973) 297-1275. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10 


NEWARK - Bro. Eric Ture Muhammad, 
Founder of The Black African 
Holocaust Council presents "The 
African Slave History of New Jersey, 
Pt. 1" at 7:00 p.m., The WISOMMM 
Mansion. Free Admission. For more 
information, call (973) 297-1275 or 
(718) 596-7569. 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 


NEW BRUNSWICK - A tree public 
seminar on estate and federal income 
tax will be held from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. at the NJ Law Center. For more 
information, call 1(800) FREE-LAW. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17 


NEWARK - Bro. Eric Ture Muhammad, 
Founder of : 
Holocaust Council presents "The 
Alcan Slave cee of New Jersey, 

, The WISOMMM 
Mansion. Fraa MERO. For more 
information, call (973) 297-1275 or 
(718) 596-7569 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Two family law 
attorneys will examine divorce law in a 
free public seminar titled, “What 
Everyone Should Know About Child 
Custody, Child Support and 
Grandparents Rights.” The seminar 
will be held from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
at the NJ Law Center (off Ryders 
Lane). For more information call 
1(800) FREE-LAW. 


SUNDAY - MARCH 5 


ATLANTIC CITY - Kids Fair 2000, a 
tradeshow just for kids will be held 
from 10 am. to 5 p.m. at the Atlantic 
City Convention Center. For more 
information, call 1(800) 262-7395 


NEW BRUNSWICK - NJ State Bar 
Foundation presents a free Seminar for 
the public on in the 


Jeffries 


lebrates birthday at WISOMMM Mansion 


Leonard Jeffries’ wife Ro; 
the birthday celebration for 


ind makes her entrance as she arrives at 
ier husband at the WISOMMM mansion. 


Professor Leonard Jeffries is all smiles during the celebration of 
his 63rd birthday —lookin' good! 


LE 
LONE X 


Workplace" from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
For more information, call 1(800) 
FREE LAW. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 25 


ORANGE - Workshops focusing on 
lesson plan development and structure 
using the arts will be presented from 
8:15 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Orange High 
School by theater artist Sean Layne 
and movement artist Eric Johnson. For 
more information, call Irene Toone at 
(973) 353-8020 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 3 


WASHINGTON, D.C. - The National 
Trust for Historic Preservation Week 
will be celebrated May 14th through 

lay 20th. For more information, call 
(202) 588-6141 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 


ORANGE - Workshops focusing on 
lesson plan development and structure 
using the arts will be presented from 
8:15 am, to 4:00 p.m. at Orange High 
School by theater artist Sean Layne 
and movement artist Eric Johnson. For 
more information, call Irene Toone at 
(973) 353-8020. 


Reach thousands in the 
black community and 

place your ad here! 
Call City News. 

at (973) 642-4400 and 
speak to our advertising. 
department about the var- 
ious ways you can reach 
Black New Jersey. 


Shivers at the WISOMMM mi 


Leonard Jeffries sits at the r Boie with Marcus Garvey Jr. and Ruby 


Leonard Jeffries poses with Fredrica Bey (left) and Ayo McMillan dur- 
ing his birthday bash and celebration at the WISOMMM mansi: 
Ali photos by WilliamFrazier 


Sen. Carol E. Moseley-Braun 
1947- 


Carol E. Moseley-Braun 
became the first black woman to 
serve in the Senate. 

She was born in Chicago and 
educated at the University 1 


Chicago before becoming 
attorney. 
She became active ip 


Chicago's legal communities a 
the state legislature, and serv 
as the Cook County (Illinoig) 
recorder of deeds/registrar 
titles. | 

In 1999, Moseley-Braun was 
appointed the Ambassador 
New Zealand by President Bi 
Clinton after a controversi; 
hearing in which was seen ag 
some senators retaliating 
against Moseley-Braun for her 
stance on various issues. 


taken from 
2,000 years gd 


Information 
“Black Firsts. 


Jessie Carney Smith. í 


Do you 
specialize in journalism, graphic arts 
or photography ? 


If so, City NEWS is A" 
looking for you. 


City NEWS is looking for an Editorial Assistant, 
Writers and College Interns. 


Tf you think you fit the bill, 
please fax your resume to 


Gilda Rogers at 
(973) 642-5444 


l 
f 
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DAVID DUKE STARTS 
WHITES CIVIL RIGHTS 
GROUP E 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Cit- 
ing a need for whites to band 
together and protect themselves 
from America's growing minority 


population, former Ku Klux 
Klansman David Duke has start- 
ed a civil rights group for whites. 

*| respect other cultures, but | 
really want America to remain- 
with the values of our forefa- 
thers,” Duke said at a recent 
news conference. “European 
Americans must band together 
as a group the same way African 
Americans do, the same way 
other minorities do." 

He announced formation of 
the National Organization for 
European American Rights. 

About 75 organizers of the 
new group, which will be based 
in Mandeville, La., plan to meet 
tonight in Philadelphia, and 


; Dukes aid there already are 
* member representatives in 30 
+ states. 


"European Americans face a 
situation where we're going to be 
outnumbered and outvoted in our 
own country," said Duke, who is 


: chairman of the Republican Party 


in Louisiana's St. Tammany 
Parish. 

The Census Bureau projects 
that non-Hispanic whites will drop 
from 72 percent of the total popu- 
lation in 1999 to 53 percent by 
the year 2050 as immigration 
increases and the population of 


© minorities grows more rapidly 


than whites. 

“I guarantee there are many 
European Americans who are 
refugees in our own cities,” Duke 
said, lashing out at what he 


: called biased treatment in favor 
$ of blacks, Hispanics, Jews and 


; JURY SELECTION 


homosexuals. "We like our val- 
ues. We like our culture. We 
want to preserve it." 


: BEGANS IN LOUIMA 


‘ CASE 


NEW YORK (AP) — A federal 


., judge began the tedious process 
1 of choosing a jury for the second 
* trial in the Abner Louima police- 
| torture case by selecting four 


potential jurors out of a pool of 
500. 


A teacher who served in the 
Marines and a Bell Atlantic 
employee of Vietnamese descent 


* survived the initial cut, saying 


nothing in their views or experi- 
ence would prevent them from 
being able to reach a fair verdict 
Asked about the so-called 
“blue wall of silence" among 
policeofficers, the silver-haired ex- 


. Marine said, "| think that such 


; behavior occurs in all 


NATION/WORLD 
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Black media gives advertising industry a “C+” efforts to reach minorities 


By Peter Alan Harper 


NEW YORK (AP) — A coali- 
tion of Hispanic and black 
broadcasters gave.the advertis- 
ing industry a “C+” Wednesday 
for its efforts to increase adver- 
tising among minority media. 
The grade comes nearly two 
years after a notorious ad 
agency memo surfaced calling 
black consumers “suspects, not 
prospects.” 

The Rev. Al Sharpton, the 
fulcrum of an unprecedented 
coalition of Hispanic and black 
media owners and advertisers, 
gave the grade at a news confer- 
ence following the second annu- 
al InvitationalSummit on Multi- 
cultural Markets and Media. 

Sharpton offered the middle 
ranking even as he announced 
disagreements between his 
Madison Avenue Initiative and 
Macy's, PepsiCo Inc. and Col: 


gate-Palmolive to redirect their — 
toward" 


advertising budgets 
black and Hispanic firms. 

Madison Avenue only got a 
C+” "because we are dealing: 
with a multi, multibillion-dollar 
industry," that should be target- 
ing minority communities that. 
spend money on products whose 
current advertising excludes 
them, Sharpton said. 

That exclusion was graphi- 
cally displayed in May 1998 
when an ad agency’s memo 
materialized advising clients 
that “advertisers want 
prospects, not suspect” and 
advocated using ad budgets to 
react “the more important 
‘white’ segment of the popula- 
tion.” 

Outrage in 1998 lead to the 
first summit conference in Feb- 
ruary 1999, which was backed 
financially by the industry then 
and again on Wednesday 


"That's probably a pretty fair 
rating, said O. Burtch Drake, 
president and chief executive of. 
the American Association ofAd- 
vertising Agencies, the nation's 
largest trade group representing 
advertising agencies. The Four 
A's, as the group is known, is a 
‘co-convenor of the summit. 

"It's been a difficult area for 
the industry but inherent in the 
Reverend's rating is that it was 
better than it was a year ago," 
Drake said. *We are making 
progress." 

But that kind of statement, 
along with others made at the- 
conference, didn't sit well with. 
many in the audience. The Four 
A's provided speakers, one of 
whom said that diversifying ad 
dollars hasn't been on the indus- 
trys rádar. Another said that 
media buyers and sellers 
weren't aware that Asians, Lati- 
nos and blacks make up a rough- 


ly a trillion dollar market. 

"We've heard this for 30 
years!” an outraged Sanford 
Moore, managing director of 
Minority Media Management 
Services Inc., said in comments 
from the floor directed to pan- 
elists. 

Moore got a round of 
applause then and also when he 
asked the moderator, Charles 
Ogletree of Harvard Law School, 
if he would consider a federal 
suit against the industry. Ogle- 
tree told Moore to see him after- 
ward. 

Asked later if suing is an 
option, Sharpton said “every- 
thing is a viable option until we 
obtain parity.” 

Sometime in the spring, the 
MAI will issue a Top 20 and Bot- 
tom 20 of advertising agencies 
and their efforts. 

While no dollar figures were 
available, the MAI said Macy’s 


Rev. Al Sharpton 
will increase its advertising in 
minority media by 24 percent; 
Colgate-Palmolive will spend an 
additional 22 percent; and Pep- 
siCo will increase its minority 
radio presence by 20 percent, 
magazines by 86 percent, news- 
papers by 233 percent and tele- 
vision by 73 percent. 


Va. Gov. Gilmore: Give Lee, Jackson Friday — keep King on Monday 


Rev. Dr. Martin L. King Jr. 


By Matthew Barakat 


RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 
Confederate generals Robert E. 
Lee and Stonéwall Jackson 
would have their own state holi- 
day three days before one honor- 
ing civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr. under a proposal 
made by Gov. Jim Gilmore. 

Virginia currently marks 
Lee-Jackson-King Day on the 
third Monday in January. It is 
the only state in the nation with 

a holiday. 

Gilmore said last week in his 
State of the Commonwealth 
address that he wanted two sep- 
arate holidays _ one for King and 
for Lee and Jackson. 

This past Wednesday, he 
proposed keeping the King holi- 
day where it is and making Lee- 
Jackson Day a state holiday on 


one 


the preceding Friday. 

“The combination of one holi- 
day recognizing these men has 
caused confusion among our citi- 
zens, and diminished the cele- 
bration of their contributions,” 
Gilmore said. “It is long overdue 
for these men to be honored with 
separate holidays marking their 
distinct lives.” 

The additional state holiday 
would cost taxpayers about 
$900,000 a year, according to the 
Department of Planning and 
Budget. 

Gilmore said a bipartisan 
group of legislators will sponsor 
his proposal, including Democrat 
William Robinson of Norfolk in 
theHouse of Delegates and 
Republican Emmett Hanger of 
Augusta County in the Senate 

Virginia Division Comman- 
der Robert Barbour said 
Gilmore's plan would further dis- 


tance the holiday honoring Lee- 
and Jackson from their actual 
birthdays. Lee's birthday is Jan. 
19; Jackson's is Jan. 21 

‘If they've got to go back- 
wards, I'd just as soon see it stay 
the way it is," Barbour said. 

Barbour said he didn't mind 
having all three honored on the 
same day, but that if anybody 
should be moved, it's King. 

"After all, it's a Virginia holi- 
Barbour said. “And who are 
the Virginians?" 

Viola Baskerville, D-Rich- 
mond, said she was glad to see 
that Gilmore's proposal keeps 
the state holiday honoring King 
on the same day as the federal 
King holiday. 

But she said she wants to see 
Gilmore more active on substan- 
tive issues that are important to 
black Virginians 


Black Florida lawmakers réach compromise with Governor Jeb Bush 


By David Royse 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 
Two black lawmakers have 
reached a compromise with Gov. 
Jeb Bush on how to work out their 
disagreement over the end of affir- 
mative action in the state, but 
they remain far apart on the issue. 

A dramatic showdown ended 
recently with the signing of an 
agreement by Sen. Kendrick Meek 
and Rep. Tony Hill, both Democ- 
rats, and the Republican governor. 
Meek and Hill declared victory 
after emerging from a sit-in at Lt. 
Gov. Frank Brogan's office after 
25 hours. 

Meek, from Miami, and Hill, 
from , had di d 


that Bush rescind his executive 
Order, signed late last year, to end 
affirmative action programs jin 
Florida. 

When Bush refused, the legis- 
lators protested by camping out in 
Brogan's office, staying overnight 
along with nine reporters. 

At the root of their disagrce- 
ment is the governor's positign on 
affirmative action; the goyérnor 
says racial preferences don't work 
and he wants to eliminate them 

Instead, Bush has put forth a 
plan he calls "One Florida," which 


he promi: will create? more 
opportunities for minorities in hir- 
ing and education in other ways 


including guaranteeing university 
adi 


to some extent." 

He said he believes “cops 
operate under duress, and not all- 
handle that duress well." 

Former officer Charles 
Schwarz, 35, and officers Thomas 


; Wiese,37, and Thomas Bruder, 
; 34, are accused of conspiring to 


obstruct justice by concealing 
Schwarz's alleged role in the bru- 
tal precinct-house attack on 
Louima, a Haitian immigrant, fol- 
lowing his arrest on a minor 
charge in 1997. 

Former officer Justin Volpe is 
serving a 30-year term after 
pleading guilty to violating 
Louima's civil rights. Schwarz was 
convicted and faces a life sen- 
tence, but Volpe now claims 
Schwarz was not involved. 

The officers, all of whom are 


© white, face five years in prison on 
| the conspiracy charge. Louima is 


black.. 

U.S. District Judge Eugene 
Nickerson wants to pare a jury 
pool of more than 500 to 75, then 
pick a panel from that smaller 
group by Jan. 31. The task is 
complicated by widespread pub- 
licity and tensions generated by 
the racially explosive case. 

By day's end, four prospective 
jurors, three men and one 
woman, were retained and three 
other men were dismissed. 

Nickerson quizzed the candi- 
dates closely about their answers 
to a written questionnaire, espe- 
cially what they knew of the case 
and whether they had ever been 
exposed to racism. Most said they. 


: had been. 


The teacher said his son had 
undergone therapy after suffer- 
ing "harassment" by a group of 


"Haitian and Hispanic youths, but 
Said that would not affect his own 


ability to reach an honest verdict. 


for the top 20 percent of 


graduates in each public high 
choo! 

After negotiating with Meek 
and Hill, Bush agreed to put the 
plan before the public, holding 
hearings around the state. He also 
agreed to postpone until next 
month a vote by the Board of 
Regents on the education portion 
of the plan. That vote had been 
scheduled for Friday. 

The education part also needs 
the approval of the cabinet, which 
algo meets next month. That vote 
wasn't delayed. 

Bush also acknowledged the 
legislators’ chief complaint: that 
there hadn't been much communi- 
cation between the governor's 
office and leaders of the Legisla- 


tive Black Caucus, whose con- 

stituent share a high stake in 

affirmative action. Bush agreed to 

talk niore with the caucus mem- 
rs. 

"This is going to require more 
dialogue, which I am prepared to 
do," Bush said. 

The governor also hinted that 
he thought the plan would hold up 
through public hearings. 

“Our plan is not perfect, but 
ood plan and it will pass the 
Bush said. 


estions to improve the plan. 

After emerging from the sit in, 
Meek and Hill remained in Talla- 
hassee for budget meetings. Law- 


nded a week of commit- 

meetings. The regular law- 
DEDE session begins in March. 

Sen. Daryl Jones, D-Miami, 
the chairman of the Black Caucus 
and a key negotiator in the deal 
that brought an end to the sit-in, 
said a tough part of the negotia- 
tions was trying to figure out away 
both sides could save face. 


akers 


Meek said the agreement — 
regardless of the sp&cifics on the 
paper that Meek, Hill and Bush 


signed ending the sit-in — had a 
key, unwritten provision that did 
tha 


t: 


You don't see it on that paper, 
but across the paper is respect," 
Meek said. “A lot was accom- 
plished today.” 


Judge bars disclosure of Diallo cops’ backgrounds 


By Tom Hays 


ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — The 
jury in the trial of four officers 
accused of murdering Amadou 
Diallo will not learn that three 
of the officers had been involved 
in prior shootings, a judge has 
ruled 

The decision was one Öf sev- 
eral pretrial rulings by Justice- 
Joseph C. Teresi issued after a 
hearing in Albany on Wednes- 


y. . 

Teresi also ordered prosecu- 
tors to turn over more evidence 
to the defense and rejected a 
prosecution motion asking him 
to limit testimony by defense 
expert witnesses. 

At the same time, Teresi, 
who took ‘over the case after it 
was moved to Albany from the 
Bronx, decided that the new evi- 


Laura Bush says Con 


COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — 
The wife of presidential contender 
and Texas Gov. George W. Bush 
says she doesn't think the Con- 
federate flag is a symbol of 
racism. 

Laura Bush spoke at d 
South Carolina stops where sh 

campaigned for her husband. 

The candidates in the Repub- 
lican presidential primary next 
month in South Carolina have 
sidestepped the issue of the Con- 
federate flag flying atop the State- 
house by saying it is an issue for 
South Carolinians to solve. 

Mrs. Bush said the flag does 
not offend her personally. 


dence and background informa- 
tion would not be made public. 

Plain clothes officers Sean 
Carroll, Edward McMellon 
Richard Murphy and Kenneth 
ss were indicted on second 
degree murder charges in March 
after they fired 41 bullets at 
Diallo while searching a Bronx 
neighborhood for a violent crim- 
inal 


Diallo, struck 19 times, was 
dead at the scene. Attorneys for 
the officers have claimed their 
clients mistakenly believed the 
street vendor, a West African 
immigrant, was reaching for a 
gun. 

‘An appeals court moved the 
trial upstate after accepting 
defense lawyers’ claims that 
pretrial publicity had made it 
impossible to seat an impartial 
jury in the Bronx. The shooting 


in the South — in 
Texas,” she said. “It’s just a time 
of our history that we can't 
erase.” 

Representatives of the 
National Association for the 
Advancementof Colored People 
said Mrs. Bush is speaking for the 
minority. 

A pro-flag rally earlier this 
year drew six-thousand while this 
week's anti-flag rally drew 46- 
thousand. 

The NAACP has called for a 
boycott of South Carolina that 
began Jan. 1 and will end when 
the flag is removed from the Capi- 
tol. 


inyOlving white officers and a 
blatk victim touched off weeks 
of Protests alleging brutality 
against minorities 

A motion filed by eight news 
orgünizations had asked the 
udge to open all hearings and 
papers to the pre: ut Teresi 
argued that full disclosure could 
taiit the jury 
*It would be horrific to have 
aar circumstances concern- 
indfpublicity occur again,” he 


cording to past reports, 
shot and killed a man 
d with a shotgun in Brook- 

1997, but a grand jury 
ed him of wrong doing. 
civilian complaints alleg- 
Ie used excessive force were 


inappropriate use of force. In 
August 1998, a suspect in the 
Bronx shot at him and Carroll 
fired back, but missed 

McMellon wounded an 
armed man in Brooklyn in 1998. 
He has been accused five times 
of using excessive force, abuse of 
authority or racial insensitivity 
but none of the complaints have- 
been substantiated 

Murphy had no prior shoot- 
ing incidents or civilian com- 


plaints. 
Teresi argued that “past 
occurrences" involving the 


defendants were “irrelevant and 
would prejudice the rights of the 
subject defendants.” 
McMellon’s attorney, 
Stephen Worth, said he was con- 
fident the di who were 


not in court, would get a fair 
trial. 


“Our officers shot Amadou 
Diallo — there’s never been a 
question about that,” he said. 
“The question is under what cir- 
cumstan That's what this 
trial is about." 

Prosecutors 
ment. 

The rulings clear the way for 
the defense to call two police- 
training and tactics experts and 
a psychologist as expert wit- 
nesses to try to convince the jury 
the officers followed proper pro- 
cedure. A prosecution motion 
had warned that the witnesses 
may “be asked to offer opinions 
on ultimate matters which 
would invade the province of the 
jury.” 


declined com- 


Jury selection is set to begin 
Jan. 31; the trial is expected to 
last up to six we 


[hen when? * 


The Time is Now 


The biggest scam going is that Affirmative Action 
should be dismantled in light of white people crying reverse dis- 
crimination. And for those black people who feel it should be 
idone-away with, really, have they analyzed the bigger picture 
here? Oh the word race, it makes many people cringe with dis- 
comfort, especially white people. Why? Because they've been left. 
to carry the ugly burden their forefathers created over 300 
-lyears ago. Slavery, Jim Crow, and Black Codes were detrimen- 
tal trappings that rendered a multitude of problems for the 
black race. Race is the issue for the 21st Century. It must be 
addressed firmly and with all intent and purpose. White people 
lowe us. Blacks have lagged severely behind socially, economical- 
ly, politically, educationally medically, lawfully, you name it 
land we've been bringing up the rear. This has everything to do 
with how we arrived on these Atlantic shores, treated less than 
human and made to work for nothing. Hell, the black family 
was destroyed way back then, ripped apart from each other 
until it became innate—and now prisons runneth over with 
black men. It is not that we're a people of ill values and morals, 
but what we've had to deal with for hundreds of years have cre- 
lated some ill values and morals within our community. We have 
to vote, and before casting that which is precious, challenge 
levery politician black and white on how they feel about the 
topic of race, reparations, and affirmative action. If not now 


To Whom It May Concern 


Received in today's mail the 
January 5-11, 2000 edition of the 
City News and was chagrined to 

. find that Monte Irvin of Orange 
had been omitted in the article 
about "Ten blacks among New 
Jerseys 100 history-makers of 
the century." 

Monte played for the Giants 
under the leadership of Leo 
Durocher and was elected to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame — obvious- 
ly during tlie century to which 
you refer. 

The late Mayor William S 
Hart, Sr. was the first minority 
Mayor elected to a New Jersey 
community of 70,000 citizens. He 


took office on January 1, 1970 
(Mayor Gibson was elected in 
Newark and assumed the office 
several months later, also in 
1970). 

Perhaps it would have been 
better to have done more thor- 
ough research before printing 
the aforementioned article. Or 
better still, why not devote a 
complete section to all of New 
100 history-makers of 
century. It would then 


the 
become an historic document to 


preserve as a memento and it 
could also be used as a learn- 
ing/teaching tool in the public 
schools, churches, ete 


Goldie T. Burbage 


‘The Touchy Question of 


“Reparations 


Earl Ofari Hutchinson 


(NNPA) — In December, the 
Dallas City Council approved a 
resolwtion asking Congress to set 
up a commission to study the feasi- 
bility of paying’ reparations to the 
Black descendants of the victims of 
slavery. The bill authored by 
House Democrat John Conyers, Jr. 
would allocate $8 million to find 
the commissio. The city council’s 
endorsement of the bill drew the 
instant wrath of the White council 
members. 

‘They claimed the reparations 
issue will: deepen racial fault lines; 
demonize the federal government; 
dredge up a long by-gone past that 
should be buried; unfairly compare 
the plight of Blacks with other vic- 
tim groups that have received 
reparations; and ignore the huge 
economic and social gains Blacks 
have made since slavery. 

The slim majority of the coun- 
cil that passed the resolution dis- 
missed these gbjections. But the 
reasons the council members 
objected to it can't easily be dis- 
missed. They, like many Ameri- 
cans, bristle at the notion of paying 
Blacks for slavery. 

They fervently believe the pas- 
sage of three civil rights bills, 

: numerous affirmative action 
statutes, piles of court decisions, a 
tepid acknowledgment from Clin- 
ton, and massive government 
spending on business, education, 
housing, health and social pro- 
grams for Blacks are making up 
for the historic injustice of slavery 
and its legacy 

They say the toppling of legal 
segregation and the spectacular 
rise of a wealthier, better-educated 
and more upwardly mobile Black 
middle class are convincing proof 
that Blacks have gone far in shak- 


ing loose the legacy of slavery 
raise these trouble- 


issue: 

White liability. The U.S. gov- 
ernment, corporations, and reli- 
gious groups have been fingered as 
prime culprits in maintaining slav- 


ery and therefore, Reparations 
proponents insist, they must pay. 
While the U.S. government encod- 
ed slavery in the Constitution, and 
protected and nourished it for a 
century, it also waged the civil war 
that cost thousands of white lives, 
and ultimately ended slavery. 
Northern industrialists supplied 
weapons and financing for the war, 
and many white churches relent- 
lessly called for the total destruc- 
tion of slavery. Moreover, the mil- 
lions of European immigrants 
came to America decades after the 
Civil War ended and slavery was 
formally abolished in 1865. They 
derived no tangible economic bene- 
fits from it. 

Money and consequences. No 
one has yet come up with a credible 
sum that should be paid, nor a 
method of payment. If the US. 
government is indeed liable the 
burden of payment would fall on 
taxpayers. This would ignite a 
monumental backlash among 
many whites to the use of their tax 
dollars for reparations. 

Ifit takes a federal commission 
to help explain if; why and how 
Reparations should be paid for 
slavery then Congress should 
move quickly and set it up. This 
just might do a lot to make repara- 
tions much less of a touchy ques- 
tion for many Americans. 


Earl Ofari -Hutchinson is a 
nationally syndicated columnist 
and the director of the National 
Alliance for Positive Action. 
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many of our youngsters a 


By Emory Curtis 


(NNPA) — Some old s 
because they hold a 
“Necessity is the mother 

In that respect, our key national organi- 
zation, the NAACP, ought to see the necessi- 
ty of inventing a national aetion program to 
move public schools into focusing on putting 
our kids on track by the third grade. That 
will give them a level field for the next leg of 
academic competition in this new digital 


ings stay around 
‘of truth. One is 


ronment, too 
because they 


In today’s education | 


that’s why non-readers in t] 
are non-learners in thi 

In the very old days, lo 

ital age was a gleam in 
country’s economy was 
great migration of African: 
North and West hadn't 
days, work force participai 
third or fourth grade edu 
their back was strong. 
At that time we were mainly on farms 
and in country towns where there were no 
easy jobs. Very few of us held jobs where you 
didn’t have to sweat; and that goes women as 
well as men and those who lived in the city. 
Run-of-the-mill jobs then required minimal 
education. Being able to read, write a bit and. 
do simple calculations was @nough to keep 
from being short-changed on payday or at the 
store and to send penny (one-eent) posteards 
to family and friends. 

In my early days (a long BE. ago), Lew 
very few Black adults and m6 Latinos who 
had more than an elementary education 
With those few years of formal training they 
could hold decent jobs and beg pected in the 
community. 

That minimal education 
people to take their place in 
world. They got the minim tools they 
needed, the ability to read, write and do sim- 
ple calculations at about a td or fourth 
grade level. 


could have a 
lon as long as 


pared young 
le work-a-day 


‘essary Invention for Us 


That was then. Now is different. Young- 
sters now must be able to read, write and do 
simple calculations by the third grade just to 
progress academically through high school to 
reach the equivalent community competitive 
level of early day youngsters who only com- 
pleted the fourth grade. 

Those differences in competitive levels 
are shown by the military who have no use 
for high school dropouts now. In the old days 
volunteers and draftees with the equivalence 
of a fourth or fifth grade education were good 
enough. 

Now, the Army, to keep manpower levels 
up in this booming economic age, is looking 
at taking non-high school graduates with 
promise who then must finish their high 
school education in a finite time or they are 
back out on the streets. 

In the early 40s, the Army faced a man- 
power problem too. Too many potentials 
couldn't read or write. The Army took those 
potentials and put them through an inten- 
sive education program to get them up to the 
fourth or fifth grade level in six or nine 
months. It worked. Fort Devons in Massa- 
chu Fort Holabird in Baltimore and 


our key national organiza- 
tion, the NAACP, ought to see 
the necessity of inventing a 
national action program to 
move public schools into 
focusing on putting our kids 
on track by the third grade. 


Camp Stewart in Georgia turned many Black 
illiterates into good soldiers and, after WWJI 
and army service, they were good functioning 
citizens. 

During that period the Army also found 
itself short of soldiers who could speak the 


various European languages like a native of 
a particular region. The Army solved that 
problem by sending the potentials to a lan- 
guage school that immediately immersed 


them in that region’s language. In about nine 
months they came out as fairly fluent native 
speakers of a particular region. 

The Army's success changed the way 
schools taught languages and was the model 
for the Defense Department's post war Mon- 
terey Language School. It wouldn't hurt pub- 
lic schools to look at how the Defense Depart- > 
ment is running its 71 domestic base schools 
that has 34,000 students and copied some 
things from them. 

Almost one-half of the students in the 
military base schools in this country qualify 
for free or reduced-price lunches under the 
federal school lunch program. Almost 4 out of 
10 of the students are black or Latino and a 
like number don't finish the school year 
where they started. In public schools, those 
demographic statistics are enough to justify. 
very low scores on standardized tests. 

Yet, only once in the last six years have 
those Defense Department students scored 
below the national average in standardized 
tests. Those schools have 4 out of 5 of its high. 
school graduates going on to college; nation- 
ally, only 2 out of 3 public school graduates 
go to college. 

Last year 35 percent of their students in 
the school lunch program demonstrated writ- 
ing proficiency; only 10 percent of their coun- 
terparts in public schools reached that stan- 
dard. Twenty six percent of Black students 
and 32 percent of Latino students in the mil- 
itary base schools demonstrated writing pro- 
ficiency; nationally, only 7 percent of Black 
students and 10 percent of Latino students 
reached that level. 

Those numbers puts the lie to the gener- 
al assumption of public school administrators 
and teachers that the majority of Black and 
Latino students and those from low-income 
households are academic achievement bot- 
tom feeders. 

The military base school's director credits 
their success to the time and effort spent on 
teacher training and parent involvement. 
Local public schools can and should make 
that same effort. The NAACP ought to have 
a national focused drive to make it happen. 


Customs Commissioner Cites Changes In Agency - Critics Question Claims 


media 


By Linn Washington Jr. 


(NNPA) — An absolute lie! 

That is how U.S. Customg 
Service Commissioner Raymond 
Kelly terms a claim contained ifl 
a sworn affidavit alleging that 
he advocated punishing Cus 
toms employees who filed dise 


crimination complaints against 


the agency. 


Walter Biondi, in a Septem- 


ber 1999 affidavit, stated that a 
former Customs official told him 
that Kelly said, “Anyone wh 
filed an LEO complaint was dis- 
loyal (and) should be treated 
accordingly." 

"That is an absolute lie. I 
deny making this statement," 
said Kelly during a recent exclu- 
sive interview with NNPA. "The 
person alleged in the affidavit as 
hearing this statement denies 
that I made it. 

*It would be ridiculous to 
even say something like that in 
public, even if I believed it, and 
National Feature I don't," he 
said. 

Biondi's affidavit is pan of a 
lawsuit against the Customs 
Service and employee critics of 
Customs give eredence to his 
claim against Kelly. 

To the contrary, Kelly said 
he is proud of changes that he 
has instituted since taking com- 
mand of the problem-ridden 
Customs Service in August 1998 

“I think we've accomplished 
major changes in the agency. We 
are trying to do the right things 
for change,” Kelly said during 
the one-on-one interview at the 
US. Customs House, located in 
the World Trade Center complex 
in New York City. 

During the past year alonc 
Customs employees have held 
public protests over discrimina- 


congressional committees have 


tional problems within Customs. 


| Customs Service, he noted 
tory disciplinary procedures, 7 front line in America’s Drug 
minority travelers have filed f War. According to him, Ci 
lawsuits charging Customs with | confi 
racist search procedures and from on or inside the bodies of 
Bitravelers in 1998. 

held hearings on various opera- | 


Further, reports have 
probed issues from corruption to 
racism with the federal agency. 
“A lot of the problems we've 
addressed are long festering but 
we have taken them head-on," 
contimued Kelly, a former head 


of the New York City Police 
Department. "The Customs Ser- 
ce is like a big battleship 
Vhen the order is given to 
ange course on a battleship, it 
takes a while'to actually turn 
tie Ship arouhd because it 1s so 
big. 


Changes cited by Commis- 
Sioner Kelly during the NNPA 
interview include his initiating 
sweeping reforms in Customs 
searth procedures designed to 
lessén charges of profiling Black 
travelers that have produced 
national controversy, revamping 
intern:| disciplinary procedures 
to inerease fairness and reorga- 
nizing the way the Customs Ser- 
vice handles internal discrimi- 
nation complaints. 

“I think the problem with 
Searches was unsupervised 
entry level inspectors making 
Search decisions, We now have a 


Mew training program for inspec- 
tors that includes cultural 
awareness,” Kelly said. “I think 
our people are getting the mes- 


sage 
Kelly would not say if inter- 
nal reviews by Customs officials 
had discovered profiling against 
Black travelers, 

“It is very hard for us to look 
into peoples’ heads to determine 
why they search one traveler 
instead of another traveler. I do 
Know that profiling is not a part 
Of our policy," he said. 

He did defend tough search 
procedures for their “deterrent 
value" in the War on Drugs. The 
the 


stoms 
ated two tons of drugs 


who contend the 
oners bark is worse 


than his bite dispute Kelly's 
assessment of sweeping changes 
within Customs during his 
tenure. These critics include 
employees and ex-employees 
from all racial groups. 

retired from Customs 
because I refused to work for an 
agencythat was worse than the 
crimi: I locked up,” said for- 
mer Customs drug investigator 
Darlene Catalon. “This agency is 
like the Mafia — if you kiss the 
Don's ring, you're OK. But if you 
speak up about wrongdoing, 
they go after you," continued 
Catalon, an ex-military police 
captain. Catalon, a White female 
who worked for Customs in Cal- 
ifornia, said supervisors subject- 
ed her to fierce retaliation when 
she agreed to testify for a His- 
panic Customs employee in an 
employment discrimination làw- 
suit. 

Catalon says Kelly's orders 
to stop retaliation against 
employees are not helping vic- 
tims of this misconduct. 

Further, Catalon, a member 
of a group fighting for reforms in 
Customs, says Kelly's changes in 
disciplinary procedures have not 
eliminated favoritism. 

Kelly said he has taken steps 
to strengthen protections for 
Customs employees who expose 
wrongdoing within the agency. 

However, Customs officials 
are moving furiously to fire 
Cathy Harris, a veteran Cus- 
toms employee in Atlanta, who 
exposed profiling of Black travel- 
ers and has filed numerous dis- 
crimination complaints against 
Customs supervisors. “I’m aware 
of Cathy Harris but I can't com- 
ment on her case," Kelly said. 

The Commissioner cautioned 
that, You have to understand 
that a lot of the people claiming 
to be whistleblowers only do so 
when they arc facing discipli- 
nary actions for other infrac- 
tions." 

Customs officials transferred 
the White male supervisor in 
Atlanta responsible for directing 


much of the profiling at that air- 
port exposed by Harris. Yet offi- i 
cials fired Harris instead of : 
imposing a lesser penalty. 

Two years ago, Customs offi- 
cials disciplined Harris, a Black 
female, for failing to report a i 
profiling incident but refused to ! 
discipline the White female Cus- i 
toms inspector who conducted 
the rude search op a Jamaican i 
traveler. 

Double standards in disci- 
pline are among instances of dis- 
criminatory employment proce- j 
dures that members of the Con- 
gressional Black Caucus asked 
Commissioner Kelly to examine 
during a meeting in the fall of 
1999, according to persons who 
attended the meeting. 


Kelly, during the recent 
NNPA interview, said he is 
*aware" of the employment dis- 
crimination allegations but does 
not think that issue was "raised 
at the CBC meeting." Capitol 


Hill spokesmen say Kelly 
claimed he was "not aware" of 
workplace ^ problems ^ but 


promised to provide the CBC 
members with a report on 
employment discrimination dur- 
ing that meeting. Those CBC 
members are awaiting Kelly’s 
report. 


Kelly bristled when asked 
repeatedly if he planned to 
launch a major initiative against 
employment discrimination com- 
parable to his initiative against 
allegations concerning profiling. 

“Look, you don’t know my 
record,” said Kelly, who i 
increased recruitment of Blacks 
while serving as NYC’s Police 
Commissioner, ‘When I came to 
Customs, there were no black 
Special Agents in Charge. Now 
we have 3 out of 20.” 

Kelly says he is a strong 
“hands-on manager” and will 
continue working to improve the 
U.S. Customs Service. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26 


NEW BRUNSWICK - The New Jersey 
State Bar Foundation hosts a seminar 
on planning a will or estate at the New 
SEN w me: 7 (732) 249- 


NEW BRUNSWICK - A-STEP 
(Alliance for Successful Teen Employ- 
ment Program) introductory meeting 
will be held at 12:00 p.m. at Middlesex 
County College. For more information, 
call (732) 249-6207 


JERSEY CITY - A NJ Venture Fair will 
be held from 11:30 a.m. to 6 

‘on March 20th at the Liberty Science 
Center. Exhibitor deadline is February 
11th. For more information, call (856) 
787-9700. 


CAMDEN - ABS's Starting a Business 
will be held from 10 a m. to 12 noon at 
Camden City College 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3 


JERSEY CITY - NJAWBO extends a 
special invitation to all Hudson Coun- 
ly Women Business Owners a Net- 
working & Information Meeting trom 
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at The Brinker- 
hoff Group. For more information, call 
(201) 413-1110. 


WASHINGTON - The New Jersey 
Chamber of Commerce hosts its 63rd 
Congressional Dinner at the Marriott 
Wardman: Park Hotel through Feb. 4. 
Cali (609) 989-7888 for information. 


‘100 Most Influential,’ black elite in business 


The “Top 20 African Ameri- 
were 
recently featured in “Business 
News New Jersey.” Many of 
those selected have been past 
honorees of City News’ “100 
Most Influential — a yearly 
gala event which recognizes 
people in the state who havé 
played a vital role in uplifting 
the black community. From 


presidents to CEOs of major 
corporations, these individuals 
have forged ahead in the world 
of business and have left a 
trailblazing path for others to 
follow 


Carol Patterson Brooks, 
president Correct Commu- 
nications, Inc., Brooks 
launched her multicultural 
marketing communications 
company in August 1997 with 
only two clients, but since then 
has won the favor and market. 
ing budgets of such enviable 
clients as Allstate Insurance 
Company, Coca-Cola USA, The 
Gillette Company, Mobil Oil 
Corporation and more. 


William M. Freeman, 
president and CEO, Bell 
Atlantic-New Jersey, started 
his career with New Jersey 
Bell in 1974. His duties entail 
regulatory and finance matters 
along with supervising opera- 
tions and external affairs. 
Freeman, who was one of City 
News’ 1999 “100 Most Influen- 
tial" is a trustee with the 
Joint Center of Economic and 
Political Studies in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


C. Edward Chaplin, trea- 


surer, Prudential Insur- 
ance, is in charge of the 
finances of this 125-year 


Newark mainstay. The Har 
vard graduate joined Pruden- 
tial in 1983 as an te 
investment manager in its 
realty group. Chaplin was one 
of City News' 1998 *100 Most 
Influential.” 


associ 


Theodore Wells Jr. parte 
ner, Lowenstein Sandler, 
has built a reputation as one of 
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the top trial lawyers in the 
country. He has represented 
such figures as the former U.S. 


“Secretary of Agriculture Mike 


Espy and financier Mike 
Milken. He currently is also 
treasurer of the Bill Bradley 
for president campaign. Wells, 
too, was a 1996 City News’ “100 
Most Influential.” 


s 
Joe Wilson CEO, Inte- 
grated Packaging, has been 
featured in “Black Enterprise” 
magazine as owner of the 45th 
largest black owned company 
in the nation. A manufacturer 
of corrugated products, Wilson 
saw revenues in 1999 of 962 
million. A self-made man, Wil- 
son virtually has been in busi- 
ness for himself most of his life 
Wilson was a City News' 1996 
“100 Most Influential.” 


Dorinda Jenkins execu- 
tive vice president Summit 
Bank, is in charge of advertis- 
ing, corporate communications, 
retail product development, 
market research, public rela- 
tions, and marketing for Sum- 
mit Bank. A native of Ohio, 
Jenkins attained a M.A. in 
and human resources 
e University of Ohio. 
Recently, she has been directly 
involved in the focus of the 
bank’s ‘Internet 
Jenkins was a City News’ 1997 
“100 Most Influential.” 


capabilities. , 


Avis 


Yates president, 
Technology Concepts 
Group, took what was old in 
computers and made them 
new, while growing a substan- 
tial business and helping oth- 
ers. Because of her innovative 
business savvy, Yates was able 
to make computers affordable 
for a large segment of the pop- 
ulation - minorities an 

women. Yates is vice chair of 
the National Minority Business 
Enterprise Committee and h 

won numerous accolades. Yates 
was a City News 1996 “100 
Most Influential.” 


Louis Prezeau CEO, City 
National Bank, is a Haitian 
immigrant who migrated to the 
U.S in 1960. He became a CPA 
in 1970 and joined the minori- 
ty-owned Freedom Bank 
Because of his creative ability, 
Prezeau was able to secure a $5 
million loan for the newly 
structured Metropolitan Bap- 
tist Church, something that he 
is proud of, while turning prof- 
its for City National Bank in 
1991. Prezeau was a City News 
1996 “100 Most Influential.” 


Fred Rasheed president, 
Rasheed Associates, is an 
East Orange management con- 
sulting firm. He is responsible 
for putting a shot in the arm of 
corporate America in the area 
of diversity policies. 
al director for the NAACP's 
economic development pro- 
gram, Rasheed enabled minori. 
ties to get their fair share with 
his "Operation Fair Share" pro 
gram, which helped minorities 
secure positions with corpora- 


tions. 


Rasheed was a City 
1999 *100 Most Influen- 
Rasheed photo not avail- 


New: 
tial." 
able 


Bertram L. Scoti CEO, 
Horizon Mercy, has not only 
increased patient rolls but also 
revenue for the largest Medic 


aid HMO in New Jersey. He 
prides himself in the HMO’s 
concern for making health care 
available for people less likely 
to be served. Horizon Mercy 
recently sponsored an informa- 
tive symposium at Kean Uni- 
versity entitled “Building Bet- 
ter Community Health 


Through the Internet, Scott i 


Richard Spears presi- 
dent, Powerhouse Realty, is 
a first in the annals of black 
history in Hudson County - he 
owns the only African Ameri- 
can real estate firm in the 
county. He started his business 
to better serve the African 
American community, which 
had been red-lined by other 
realtors. Spears is the former 
president of the state's chapter 
of *100 Black Men. He is also 
president of the New Jer- 
Association of Real Estate 
Brokers. A Massachusetts 
native holds a marketing 
degree from Syracuse Universi- 

Spears was a City News 
1998 * 100 Most Influential." 
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: - Black people respond to targeted marketing campaigns 
Subscribe to City News it "a , z ia 


According to a report by Packaged Facts*, black people 
are marketed to them. Example: Deluxe Corporation, by creating a check series commemorating 
Dr: Martin Luther King, exceeded their market projections by 15%. 

*Packaged Facts is a product of FIND/SVP Research Publications Group 


are highly receptive to financial services that 
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Minority Business Journal 


The Minority Business Journal is a monthly publication focusing on 
minority and women business enterprise in New Jersey and New York 
City. MBJ regularly features the accomplishments of minority and 
women businesses, information concerning maintaining 
and expanding business, opportunities avai! 
minority entrepreneurs, a calendar of events, editorial and 
commentary MBJ 
offers an excellent forum for classified and display 
advertising and special business and professional card 
directories. MBJ provides an important communication 
link in the information network vital to the growth and economic 
development of minority communities. 
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ings and advertising as well as provides a resource guide for 
ority and women entrepreneurs and potential entrepreneurs to 
facilitate starting and maintaining a business. The Minority 
less-to-Business Directory includes listings from public and 
fiVate sector businesses and agencies, minority- and women- 
d business and small businesses. A delineation of ownership is provided with 
h listing. The Minority Business-to-Business Directory is a tool for the growth 
d expansion of minority and women entrepreneurs and economic development in 
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Give Life To 


Your Dreams 


(NNPA) — "Violent deaths 
make the news but it is the 
Silent ones, the death of our 
dreams that take the greatest 
toil on our community." Sonjia F. 
Stanton, Educator "Hold fast to 
dreams for if dreams die, life is a 
broken-winged bird that cannot 
fly. Hold fast to dreams, for 
when dreams go, life is a barren 
field frozen with ^ snow.” 
Langston Hughes, Poet, writer 

The capacity of imagination 
much like the gift of life itself, is 
the Creator’s way of replicating 
him/her self on the physical 
plane. Each one of us is imbued 
with the ability to create and 
form images, mental pictures in 
our mind's eye, to envision possi- 
bilities, in effect creating/design- 
ing our world for better or worse. 
We have the world’s most high 
tech studio in our heads, one in 
which we can draw, color, tex- 
turize, shape and synthesize 
unlimited possibilities for our- 
selves, our environment and our 
world. 

Our imaginations are a tool 
to assist us in being co-creators 
with Omneity in designing and 
fashioning our world, relation- 
ships and ourselves. If you want 
to truly dehumanize a people, 
take away the one thing that 
separates and elevates us from 
other animal forms and reduce 
them to a level of total carnality 
and dependency, minimize and 
discourage the importance of 
their faculty of imagination! If 
you want to create a people with 
no spunk, a people who don't 
think critically, who passively 
acquiesce to whatever is present- 
ed to them, suppress or divert 
their power to envision and dis- 
courage or limit their ability to 
follow through on their dreams. 

have said on many occa- 
sions, the most destructive lega- 
cy of our oppression both 
and in Africa has been our 
adversaries’ determination to 
prevent us from exploring and 
actualizing our genetic possibili- 
ties and potential by making us 
hate ourselves so much that we 
stifle our own dreams and 
smother our spirits. We all 
dream. We dream during the 
night, and we use our imagina- 
tions during the day. Some are 
mere flights of fancy and fanta- 
sy. Others are messages from 
our subconscious, promptings 
from the Creator to reaffirm or 
nudge us towards our destiny 
and purpose for being. 

Many dreams are divine 
messages sent to us to assist us 
on our sojourn on this plane. 
Think about this for a moment, 
along with the urges to breathe, 
sustain ourselves and following 
puberty the drive to procreate; 
our faculties of imagination and 
cogitation are the most domi- 
nant and constant aspects of our 
daily lives. Or they should be 

? Because the Creator knew 
that to be fully functioning self- 
actualizing beings we would 
need the ability to envision and 
create ways to manifest our des- 
tiny, structure what some 
“dreamers” call utopia or heaven 
on earth. 

When we study our history, 
and this is why it is so important 
to study and know our past, we 
can see that there were long 
stretches when Africans lived in 
peace and harmony. Even after 
we were invaded or when we 
were forced to deal with the 
expansion of the desert by relo- 
cating or migrating many. miles 
from our former homelands we 
reestablished peaceful communi- 
ties. The Native Americans and 
other indigenous peoples can 
also point to legacies of peace. 

oes this mean no conflicts or 
disagreements of wars ever took 
place? No. But nowhere else in 
the world do we have the history 
of constant warfare, acrimony 
and fighting that we see in 
Europe. Why? Because indige- 
nous people understood the need 
for cooperation, getting along, 
their societies were based on the 
extended family rather than 
individualism and most impor- 
tantly they knew the power of 
dreams. 

To so called primitive (first, 
primal) or indigenous cultures 
dreams were important. They 
were viewed as an inner commu- 
nication from their deities or 
ancestors. Shamans, Medicine 
Men and Women, were given 
much respect for their ability to 
tap their dreams for the benefit 
of the whole community, tribe or 
clan. 


‘Trade Center to hold 


NEW YORK — Ah love. . . 
isn’t it bliss, and doesn’t it 
make you feel like you're on top 
‘of the world! For all of the cou- 
ples out there who are ready to 
tie the knot, the Top of the 
World Trade Center Observato- 
ries is offering you the opportu- 
nity to do it on top of the world 
on Valentines Day. By entering 
the “Make Love on Top of the 
World Contest,” you and your 
future spouse could be chosen 
as one of 55 couples to be mar- 
ried on the Top of World Trade 
Center in an individual, FREE 
ceremony. 

In marathon style, a private 
ceremony for each of the 55 cou- 
ples chosen will begin at 12:01 
a.m. on Valentine’s Day on Feb- 
ruary 14, and run through 
11:00 p.m. Champagne and food 
will be served around- the- 
clock. All couples selected will 
receive free passes for the Top 
of the World Trade Center 
Observatories valid for every 
Valentines Day. All winners 
will be offered discounted hotel 
accommodations courtesy of 
World Trade Center Marriott 


Hotel, and prizes galore: every 
couple will be given a gift bag 
filled with CDs, a $25 gift certi- 
ficat, and coupons from J&R 
Music and Computer World 
and, Godiva Chocolates, Kodak 


al appliances (TV, microwave, 
computer) from J&R, Broadway 
Tickets to Beauty and the 
Beast, Footloose and others. 
Dinners for 2 at Planet Holly- 
wood, Hardrock Café, World 


Yacht, ride and two 


Cameras and Cigars. Additional 
prizes will be raffled Off: sever- 


tickets for Circle Line Cruises. 
There will also be a bouquet of 
flowers for every bride and 
makeup for brides will be pro- 
vided for by Stephora. 

o enter, send a letter 
telling us why being married on 
top of the world is the perfect 
e to your courtship and 

the beginning to the rest of your 
lives. You must be over 18 years 
of age and have a valid New. 
York State marriage license. 
The ceremonial day of bliss is 
open to out-of-state residents 
and to the public who wish to 
participate: Please mail all 
entries to “Make Lone on Top of 
thw World" Contest c/o Top of 
the World Tradé Center Obser- 
Me 2 WTC, suite 1520, 
New York, NY 10048. You can 
also fax entries to (212) 323- 
2 352. All entries must be 
received by February 12, 2000. 


How does the Word at your house of worship inspire you? 


By Virginia Bryan 


Approximately 600 people of 
different nationalities and cul- 
tures attended the recent tribute 
to Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
at The Central Jersey Club of the 
National Association of Negro 


Welcome was ‘made 
Shirley Booker, president of 
NBPWC, along with MyChel 
Warren, president of the Central 
Jersey Youth Club. She 
expressed the positive role our 
youth exemplify in leadership 
positions. The Youth Club also 


Business and 
Women's Club piod at St. 
Stephen AM.E Church in 
Asbury Park. Though the arctic- 
type winds blew and extremely 
cold temperatures persisted, peo- 
ple still came out to help cele- 
brate the memory of Dr. King. 


a skit exp! g who. 
Dr. Martin Luther King , Jr. was? 
They also made excerpt oration 
from some of his famous speech- 
es, reciting incidents of racism, 
protests and boycotts led by Dr. 
King. Their skit ended with the 
words from the old Negro hymn < 


Newark mayor writes tribute to 
community activist Bernice Bass 


Bernice Bass, one of the 
most influential names in 
gospel music, died January 20 
:at her home in Newark. She 
was the longtime host of "News 
and Views," a music and com- 
munity news program on 
/NJR radio. 

My prayers, those of my 
family and of the entire City of 
Newark go out to the family 
and friends on the passing of 
my dear, beloved friend, confi- 
dant and Newark native, 
Mother Bernice Bass. 
Unknown to many, her travels 
with the late Mahalia Jackson 
and James Cleveland made her 


Ph up 
Photo by William Frazier 
Gwen Goldsby Grant 


A POEM IN MEMORY OF THE SETON HALL VICTIMS 


a legendary resource on gospel j 
music. 

Her commitment. to 
Newark and its residents was 
unwavering. She was truly 
admired by both her beloved 
friends and strangers alike as 
an outspoken and diligent 
community organizer, activist 
and WNJR personality. She 
was the conscience of Newark 
and her wit and biting criti- 
cism of local and national pub- 
lic officials knew no bounds 

Vo one was immune, not even 
Sharpe James. She challenged 
all of us to live up to our oaths 
of office, and I loved her for it. 


F Rev 


“Free at last, free at last, thank 
God Almighty, we are free at 
last.” 

A solo by Stephanie Morreale 
accompanied by pianist Jason 
Webb of the song “The Blood” 
was very moving and inspiring. 
While the Seacoast Missionary 
Revival Mass Choir presented a 
selection, “God Is So Good.” 
Their sweet and melodious voic- 
es brought joy to the audience. 

Rev. Tracey L. Brown was 
the speaker/preacher of the day. 
Brown, originally from 


Newark, is pastor of Ruth Fel- 


Photo by Herb Glenn 
Mayor Sharpe James 


Second Cathedral to hold 
educational tea party 


NEWARK — The Educare 
Ministry of The Cathedral -Sec- 
ond Baptist Church, Perth 
Amboy, presents its first annual 
“Educational Tea” on Saturday 
January 29, 2000 from 2-4 p.m. 

The ‘keynote speaker will be 
nationally renowned psycholo- 
gist and inspirational speaker, 

Dr. Gwendolyn Goldsby Grant of 
Essence Magazine. 
Her topic will be “Educatiing 


our Youth in the New Millenni- 
um.” The event will be held at 
the Family Life Enrichment 
Genter, 272 Madison Ave., Perth 
Amboy. Donation is $15 with all 
proceeds to benefit Year 2000 
scholarship applicants. The Tea 
is highly for stu- 


lowship Ministries, Inc., Plain- 
field. She was called into min- 
istry at the age of 13. Her text 
taken from Galatians 3:28 refer- 
enced how we have overcome 
things such as “Jim Crow” and 
Apartheid. She went further to 
say, that today is “A Day On, Not. 
A Day Off,” and how we must let 
our light shine for peace against 
violence, unity and encouraging 
our young people. She advised 
the audience that we should be 
thanking God for raising up a 
man such as Dr. King, who 
helped combat racism, hatred 


~and segregation. Another strong 
point she stressed, was that we 
need to go forward and not look 
backward. Rev. Brown ended 
with this advice: “In order for us 
to keep the dream alive, we must 
stand for justice, freedom and 
equality. The audience applaud- 
ed and these thoughts, hopefully, 
are ones which will stay imprint- 
ed on all of the minds of those in 
attendance. tak dey 
A part of tl 's offering 

MC qw e 
King Program for Social Change. 


The Women's Task Force to hold Domestic 
Violence Forum at Bethany Baptist Church 


NEWARK — The Women's 
Task Force will hold a *Domestic 
Violence Forum" on Saturday, 
January 29, 2000 from 1 p.m. to 


4 p.m. at Bethany Baptist 
Ou on 275 W. Market 
Street. 


The keynote speaker will be 
Pam MacCauley of the Essex 


County Prosecutors Office, Vice 
tim/Witness division, who will 
discuss what domestic violence, 
and local issues related to foram 


topic. 

For more information, call 
(973) 623-8161. Admission is 
free and refreshments will be 
served. 


Prayer 


dents, parents of students and 
concerned individuals. For ticket 
information telephone: (732) 
826-5293. 


Today in New Jersey, one on our universities suffered a 


poem that was se 


e fire. 


to me by a friend. 


Seton Hall University in 
sketball victory and 

just amother day. 

a hospitals— many 


Ishare it with my family and friends with a prayer and 


Mmmmmmm. 
— Jeannine 


if 


then be different because of it. 


"God's Wings" 


An article in National Geographic several years 
LI I| ago provided a penetrating picture of God's wings. . 


After a forest fire in Yellowstone National Park, 
forest rangers began their trek up a mountain to 
assess the infernos damage. One ranger found a. 
n literally petrified in ashes, perched statuesque- 
ly on the ground at the base of a tree. Somewhat 
sickened by the eerie sight, he knocked over the bird with a stick. 
When he struck it, three tiny chicks scurried from under their dead 
mother's wings. The loving mother, keenly aware of impending dis- 
aster, had carried her offspring to the base of the tree and had gath- 
ered them under wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic smoke 
would rise. She could have flown to safety but had refused to aban- 
don her babies. When the blaze had arrived and the heat had 
her small body, the mother had remained steadfast. 
Because she had been willing to die those under the cover of her 
wings would live. “He will cover you with his feathers, and under his 
wings you find refuge,” (Psalm 91:4). Being loved this much should 
make a difference in your life. Remember the One who loves you and 


Don't drive faster than your Guardian Angel can fly! 
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RICE LAW: KEEP 
YOUR LICENSE AND 
GET TO y xd 


driver's license, said the Essex 
County Democrat. 

“| just got tired of hearing young 
people on street corners tell me 
they can't find work because they 
lost their licenses from parking 
tickets," said Rice. "That's not an 
acceptable excuse in my opinion." 
Rice said he devised the bill, S- 
1622, to allow those receiving 
state income support (welfare) to 
work out a timed payment plan. 
instead of losing their licenses for 
failing to pay parking tickets. 

"A lot of parking tickets in urban 
areas have a way of disappearing 
before they get paid and this dis- 
appearance, over time, has result- 
ed in sudden suspensions of dri- 
ving privileges,” Rice said. "With 
this law, a driver who is indigent 
can work out a payment plan with- 
‘out losing their license." 


City Hall announces 


promotion of 50 of 
Newark's finest 


Newark Mayor Sharpe James and 
Police Director Joseph J. Santiago 


accountability 

the Police Department's more than 
1,500 police officers. 

"More than 1,100 new Newark 
Police officers have been hired in 
the last ten years. A net increase 
of over 400 police officers has cre- 
ated the need to increase the level 
of supervision in our department, * 
said Director Santiago. These pro- 
motees will be utilized to supervise 
the many initiatives put in place by 
Director Santiago. 

The 56 promotees are comprised 
of 1 Deputy Chief, 3 Captains, 22 
Lieutenants and 30 Sergeants 

An essential component in the 
‘success of the Department's crime 
fighting efforts is officer account- 


for crime within the areas of their 
control and for the actions of the 
personnel they supervise. 

In addition to providing increased 
‘supervision for the department's 
personnel, the promotions fill exist- 
ing vacancies and continue the 
Fic v hel decim end 


ensure adequate 
the Department's expanding D dixe 
Mayor James said, "Director Santi- 
ago's emphasis on accountability 
and the unwillingness to settle for 
mediocrity has been instrumental 
in helping the department achieve 
‘significant crime reductions since 
1996. Since his appointment, 
overall crime is down more than 
43 percent and public confidence 
is at an all time high." 
The supervisors represent the 
Police Department's future. They 
will be tasked with continuing the 
Department's progress and lead- 
ing the Department in the new mil- 
lennium. 


KFC announces UNCF 


scholarship 


KFC not long ago announced the 
establishment of the KFC/UNCF 
Scholars Program, a scholarship 
program designed to nurture and 
build future leaders and entrepre- 
neurs. The four-year scholarship 
will enable eligible students to 
attend one of the 39 United Negro 
College Fund-sponsored histori- 
cally black colleges, with all 
expenses paid. 

“At KFC, we actively develop a 
workforce that is diverse in style 
and background." said Chuck 
Rawley, the president and chief 
‘operating officer of KFC. “With the 
establishment of this scholarship, 
it is our intention to build upon 
that tradition. The KFC/UNCF 
Scholars Program was developed 
because we are committed to 
helping create future generations 
‘of talented entrepreneurs who will 
bring new levels of innovation and 
EE back to their commu- 


Thes scholarship program will be 

beginning in the fall of 

). Because of the vested 
interest KFC has in its workers, 
and in seeing them do well, the 
KFC/UNCF Scholars Program will 
‘select its winners from those stu- 
dents who have worked at KFC 
for at least one year. 
Students qualifying for the schol- 
arship will have at least a 3.0 
grade point average (and maintain 
that TEM their colleges. 
careers) be involved in extra-cur- 
ricular activities while in high 
‘school, and attend a UNCF-spon- 

black college. 


tunity to take an internship at KFC 
rate rs in 


corporate headquarte 
Louisville or with any field or fran- 
chise restaurant operation). 


Senior Legislative Issues Coali 


PLAINFIELD — The Plain- 
field Senior Services Center was 
the site of a recent meeting of the 
Senior Legislative Issues Coali- 
tion of Union County. The Coali- 
tion is a grassroots, non-partisan 
group that acts as advocates for 
legislation affecting the lives of 
Union County seniors by helping 
them to be independent and to 
live with dignity. It was formed 
in October 1998 because of the 
concern about the continued ero- 
sion of funding for senior pro- 
grams such as transportation, 
home-delivered meals and med- 
ical care. 

"The Coalition grew out of 
the Union County Advisory 
Council on Aging,” said Free- 
holder Lewis Mingo Jr., the 
council's Freeholder liaison. “But 
it functions as an independent 
unit. The Coalition represents 
the interests of 98,000 Union 
County senior citizens with 
many senior groups from 
throughout the County partici- 
pating. The Coalition is fighting 
to protect and improve the Social 
Security and Medicare programs 
which they consider basically 
sound and want to see main- 
tained in their present struc- 
tures.” 

"This latest meeting was a 
call to arms to sign letters to 
Senators Frank Lautenberg and 
Robert Torricelli as well as Con- 
gressmen Bob Franks, Robert 
Menendez and Donald Payne in 
support of re-authorizing and 
voting for increased federal fund- 
ing for the Older Americans Act 


Rev. Calvin O. Butts IIl 


(ONA). The act was establis 
in 1965 to provide a broad ai 
of home and community-baset 


services that keep frail older | 


adults, age 60 and over, and 

are in the greatest economic and 
social need, independent in their 
own homes and communities ag ^ 
long as possible," added Free- 

holder Mingo. “Without the OAA, 

these services, such as home: 
delivered meals; chore and hi E 
health care, both in-home ser- 

vices; transportation; legal sef- 

vices; senior centers; inform atic 
and referral, which are deliver 
through state and area agel 
networks, would be vuln ble. 
Unfortunately, despite the gr 
ing numbers in the aging po; pula 
tion and their greater long: ET 


Congress has severely cut tun 
ing for the OAA in the last five” 
years, putting the elderly aj 
increased risk of costly in-tit 
tionalization and depriving fan 
lies caring for a loved one at 
home, of critical support.” 


Freeholder Chairman Nick 
Scutari noted that the letters” 
also asked for support fo: the 
Social Services Block Gran: that 


allows states to provide esse ati 
services to low-income and vuli 
nerable older adults, as we! 

children and families and pe 
sons with disabilities. In a 
tion, Scutari said, the legisl: torg 
are being urged to enact the 
Family Caregiver Support Pros 
gram that would enable local 
area agencies on aging, funded” 
through the OAA to assist nore: 
than a quarter of a million fami: 


NEW YORK CITY — H 
dreds of low-income fat! 
and leading fatherhood m 
ment policymakers gathered 
for a "Town Hall Meeting” ıt 
Harlem’s historic Abyssinian 
Baptist Church on Wednesda 
January 19, the Washingto 
based, fatherhood-advoca 
group the National Center { 
Strategic Nonprofit Planni: 
and Community Leadership 
(NPCL) annouced recently. 

The Harlem meeting is t! 
first in a series to be hosted | 
NPCL, a leader in the mov 


Union County College receives government 


CRANFORD — Union Coun- 
ty College has received a grant 
in the amount of $429,996 from 
the federal — government's 
Telecommunications and Infor- 
mation Infrastructure Assis- 
tance Program (TIIAP) to devel- 
op The Community Learning 
Network in the City of Eliza- 
beth. With this project, UCC will 
partner with the Elizabeth Pub- 
lic Library and the Housing 
Authority of the City of Eliza- 
beth to connect unemployed and 
underemployed youths and 
adults to the college's lifelong 
learning literacy and occupation- 
al training programs. UCC will 
use network technology to create 
two community learning labs 


NEWARK — Three senior 
students from Weequahic High 
School in Newark were present- 
ed with scholarships worth a 
total of $12,000 at a youth semi- 
nar on Friday, January 14 at the 
school The students are among 
only six in New Jersey to receive 
the scholarships, awarded by the 
Horatio Alger Association - a 
non-profit educational organiza- 
tion that awards scholarships 
nationwide. 

The seminar, “Start the Cen- 
tury Right: Give Back to Your 
Community”, was organized in 
collaboration with the Horatio 
Alger Association as part of their 
1999-2000 Youth Seminar and 


Prestigious minority high sche 
workshop to take place at Moi 


WEST LONG BRANCH — 
Monmouth University recently 
announced that its department 
of communication at Monmouth 
University has been named the 
new home of the Hugh N. Boyd 
Minorities Journalism Work- 
shop. The program is funded by 
the Dow Jones Newspaper 
Fund, Inc., the New Jersey 
Press Foundation, Monmouth 
University and newspapers 
from around the state. 

This prestigious program is 
designed to inspire talented 
minority high school students to 
study and pursue careers in 
journalism. Each summer, the 
22-year-old workshop recruits 
16 minority high school juniors 
and seniors from around the 
state to live on a university cam- 


and two interactive (ITV) + 


rooms. Thus, the Commihity 
Learning Network will be boni 
plete learning center withitech- 
nology-based instructi for 
adults. 

TIIAP is a highly @mpeti 
tive, merit-based grant Ed 
that brings the benefits of am 


advanced national! information 
infrastructure to communitis 
throughout the U.S. TIL 
grants play an important role if 
realizing the vision of an inf 
mation society by demonstratii 
practical applications of m 
telecommunications and info 
mation technologies to serve 
publie interest. Established 
1994, TIIAP has provided grai 


Scholarship Program. Vaugl 


Crowe, a scholarship winner ai 
former Weequahic High Sel 
graduate, will be the keym 
Speaker. 

In addition, Paul Annan 
presented with a $104 
National Scholarship, Ann 


Elliot a $1,500 State Schg 
ship, and Bertha Boateng a 
Student Achievement Scho 
ship. As a National Scholi 
winner, Paul will travel | 
expenses paid to the asso 
tion's National Scholars Conf 
ence in Washington DC in Mi 

“Our students were seli 
by the Horatio Alger Associ 
because they have overeg 


pus for two weeks of intel 
hands-on journalism e) 
ence. Led by working jour 
ists, the young people pi 
pate in writing and photogri 
workshops, take field trip 
cover breaking news eventi 
produce their own newsp 

"This workshop giv 
school students a close look 
fascinating career path,” 
Dr. Eleanor M. Novek, Wark- 
shop director and a 
member of the departme 
communication at Mon 
University “It is a wo 
opportunity that can 
real difference in a te 
life.” 

Novek is a former | 
sional journalist who f 
journalism and commun 


January 26 — February 1, 2000 


n keeps Union County's senior citizens informed 


lies at $125 million per year over 
five years to receive critically- 
needed support services. 

"This initiative, while provid- 
ing resources also acknowledges 
the role that family caregivers 
play with minimal or no help, 
takes on the bias toward facility- 
based care in this country and 
recognizes as well as strengthens 
the role of local area agencies on 
aging in providing home and 
community-based long-term 


care,” Scutari added. 


The first keynote speaker at 
this packed meeting was Bud 


McLeod, AARP's District Coordi- 


mator for Morris County and 


“their Social Security Specialist 


lent to help connect low- 
ome fathers and their chil- 
n. 

*Fatherlessness is a plague 
lecting children across Amer. 
,” said Jeffery M. Johnson, 
sident of NPCL. *A third of 
children are born out of 
lock and among African- 
lericans the figure is 70 per- 
t. Just blasting so-called 
dbeat dads is not a solu- 


In a "two-hits" approach, 
e organization planned a 
jorning policy makers briefing 


ant to establish the 


tte, local and tribal govern 
, health care providers, 
, libraries, police depart- 
and community-based 


nc fit organizations. TILAP 
projdiis show how information 
netwWiks can provide lifelong 
learr for Americans, help 
publi&Bafety officials protect the 
publi&fassist in the delivery of 
healtlifeare and public health 
ervi and establish commu- 
cati, resource-sharing and 
econgl development in rural 


ind in communities. Since 


s inception, TIIAP has award- 
i 421 grants in all 50 states, 
totali 5.8 million and 
everaging $203 million in local 
matching funds. TIIAP projects 


h de and are achieving aca- 
demieally. We are very proud of 
them," said Weequahic High 
School principal Edna Bailey 
Newark Public Schools 
.dministrators, representatives 
from the City of Newark and 
Weequahic alumni will join 11th 
ind 12th grade students for the 
morning ceremony and presenta- 
tion, which starts at 9:15 a.m. 


Following lunch, members of the 
alumni will speak: to students in 
lass about their careers since 


graduating from the school. Wee- 
quahie High School is located at 
279 Chancellor Avenue in 
Newark. 


10uth University 


theory and research at Mon- 


mouth. As part of her disserta- 
tion, she helped high school stu- 
dents in Philadelphia publish a 


community newspaper 

"In the past, mainstream 
newspapers have fallen short 
when it came to hiring or repre- 
senting minorities,” ^ said 
Novek. “This of program is 
a dedicated effort to change 
that” 

The newspaper bind chose 
Monmouth University based on 
its Curriculum, recruitment 
efforts and the mix of profes- 
sional journalists and faculty 
members that will be involved 
with the workshop. This year's 
session will run from July 16- 
28. The inde for applica- 
tions is March 1: 


ij Members of the Senior Legislative Issues Coalition of Union County gathered recently in Plainfield. 


for Union and Morris Counties. 
McLeod discussed the issues 
involved in the current congres- 
sional deliberations about the 
Older Americans Act, Social 
Security and Medicare and how 
some of the proposed changes 
would impact on the lives of 
America's retirees. 

The second keynote speaker 
was Sue Lachenmayr, the New 
Jersey State Public Policy Coor- 
dinator with the Alzheimers 
Association. Lachenmayr gave 
an impassioned talk about the 
need to adequately fund the pro- 
posed National Family Care- 
givers Support Program through 
the OAA. She appealed to the 


from 10-noon, and an afternoon 
talk session from 1:30-3:30 
p.m. with celebrity dads from 
the world of entertainment and 
sports, together with poor 
fathers. Both sessions occured 
downstairs in the church's 
vestry 

Invited morning partici- 
pants included Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-NY). 

Afternoon participants 
included hip hop/rap artist Mos 
Def and former NFL great and 
current NFL Player Associa- 
tion president Carl Banks 


coalition to continue its efforts on 
behalf of this little known but. 
worthwhile program that would 
support the desire of a caring 
family to keep an older member 
at home. 

"Id like to thank Miriam 
Dickman and Bob Max for all of 
the hard work involved in being 
co-chairs of the Coalition and the 
meeting," added Mingo. "Miriam 
is also Vice President in charge 
of Programming and a Past Pres- 
ident of the New Jersey OWL 
(The Older Women's League) 
Bob is also Co-Chair of the Leg- 
islative Committee of the Union 
County Advisory Council on 
Aging." 


aptist Church will host town hall 
athers and community leadership 


Longtime social activist 
Rev. Calvin Butts moderated 
the morning session and Bill 
Stephney, former Def Jam 
Recordings president and 19- 
year entertainment industry 
veteran, moderated the after- 
noon session. 

The related events took 
place at Abyssinian, 132 W. 
138th Street in Manhattan 
Langhum Mitchell Communi- 
cations, which handled the 
media outreach on this issue 
for NPCL. 


Community Learning Network in Elizabeth 


are nationally significant 
demonstrations of how telecom- 
munications and information 
technologies can extend and 


improve the delivery of valuable 
services and opportunities to all 
citizens, especially the under- 
served 

According to Dr. John R. Far- 


rell, Jr., Vice President of 
Administrative Services and 
stant to the President, 


“Union County College is hon- 
ored that the U.S. Department of 
Commerce has shown confidence 
in the community learning net- 
work concept by providing TIIAP 
funding. It is the college's hope 
that the project will improve the 
level of literacy and job skills of 


Do you have local news to 
We want to know! 
send it to: 

Local News 

c/o 

Crry News” 
111 Mulberry St., Suite. 
Newark, NJ 07102 
ercal — 
(973) 642-4400 


the educationally and economi- 
cally disadvantaged." "The goal 
is to improve the employability 
of the participants and allow 
them to become economically 
self-sufficient." 

Union County College is a 
public comprehensive communi- 
ty college and is a member of 
New Jersey’s system of nineteen 
county colleges. The College 
operates major campuses in 
Cranford, Elizabeth, Plainfield, 
and Scotch Plains, and enrolls 
approximately 9,000 full and 
part-time students. All four cam- 
puses are located in the New 
York metropolitan area and are 
easily accessible by car and pub- 
lic transportation. 


now blossomed into Black Tite 
This act, initiated by Woodson, 


Abraham Lincoln, Black 
is now observed throughout 


Time.. Africa and The Diaspora 


the nation during the month of February, in. 
various ways — and you're invited to join the 
celebration! 


Time. . . Africa and The Diaspora — 
The 20th Anniversary of the Marion 
Thompson Wright Lecture Series to take 
place February 18 at 7:30 p.m. at The 
Newark Museum, and February 19 at 9:30 
a.m. at the Paul Robeson Campus Center, 
Rutgers University, Newark Campus 350 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. The confer- 
ence is presented by the Federated 
Department of © History at Rutgers. 
Participants will include: Dr. Ali Mazui, 
Albert Schweitzer Professor in the 
Humanities and Director of the Institute of 
Global cultural Studies at Binghamton 
University, will give. Marion Thompson 
Wright Lecutre. Other speakers include 
Professor Said Samatar of Rutgers; Professor 
Wunicy Troupe x the University of 

'alife ego, Professor Joseph K. 
cu of Lies Univesity and Lonnie 

Bunch III of the Smithsonian Institution. 
Terba include: Steve Colson, Reggie 


Distinguished African Women Lecture Series 
Workman, Andrew Cyrille, and Oliver Lake. 


Distinguished African Women 
Lecture Series - The Center for African 
Studies Rutgers University, New Brunswick 
Campus will present Gertrude Mongella 
from Tanzania on Feb. 2, at Trayes Hall on 
the Douglass Campus at 6 p.m. Mongella is a. 
world famous educator, politician and diplo- 
mat who served as the Secretary General of 
_ the Fourth United Nations World Conference 
on Women in Beijing, China. On Feb. 29, 
- Yassine Fall from Senegal will speak at 6 

p.m. She has traveled throughout the African. 
- continent to research and consult on such 
issues as gender and development, trade, 


health, social rights, education and health 
reforms. 


I The Newark Publi Library 
5 Washington Street. 


i The Newark Public Library will hold 
: ning Reception on Feb. 3 to open the 


tion — “African American Firsts: Lest 
Forget.” The reception formally inaugu- 
| the library's celebration of African 


s, president of Vii's Services, Inc., 
ion is to share historical truths 


Philadelphia Mi 
Presents - “Bounty” ¢ 
by African American Artist 
Museum's Berman Gallé 
5 through April 16, will 
logical survey of some 
from the Museum’s hold 
works of art on paper 
blacks. To illustrate the 
nings, Exuberant Bount; 
Museum’s earliest acquis: 
five spectacular wate 
Philadelphia-based art: 
(1907-94), which were re¢ 
deposit from the Federal 
Works Progress Administ 
drawings by contempora: 
Burwell, Quentin Mori 
Pindell, and Charles Sear] 
by earlier work by locall 
pioneers such as Humber 
90) Raymond Steth (19 
Thrash (1892- 1966). 
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ments of black firsts, and a greater sense of 
pride will be developed by all blacks, especially 
the youth 

February 2: The Frances E.W. Harper 
Literary Society remembers the Civil Rights 
Movement with a special guest speaker. African 
American room at 6:30 p.m. 

February 5: Wincey Terry and Troupe in a 
family program entitled “African Discovery 
Through Music.” Centennial Hall at 2 p.m. 

February 8: Black America on Stage: The 
African Globe Theatre Works presents August 
Wilson's Fences. Centennial Hall at 6 p.m. 

February 10: An extraordinary lecture on 
James Brown, the celebrated librarian and com- 
munity leader, presented by Amiri Baraka. 
Centennial Hall at 6 p.m. 

February 17: The male chorus. of First 
Timothy Baptist Church of Newark presents a 
lively evening of inspirational music. Centennial 
Hall at 6:30 p.m. 

February 22: Black America on Stage: The 
Black Spectrum Youth Theatre presents two 
performances of The Mystery of Phyllis 
Wheatley. Centennial Hall at 1:30 p.m, 6 p.m. 

February 29: The Drama Club of Arts High 
School presents excerpts from “The Colored 
Museum." Centennial Hallat 6:30 p.m. 


The Urban League of Union County 
Guild - will celebrate the Black History 
Program "2000" for the month. The Poetry 
Festival — open mike will be held Feb. 8, from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Elizabeth Public 
Library on South Broad Street. If you would like 
to be on the program, contact Sally Hughes (908) 
558-3300 ext. 3302. 


“Discover Beck Fair” Kicks Off 


‘ould parents encoi e their children's love of 
if they could? Of course. What's more- 
y can! Scholastic Book's *Discovery Fair" 

es to the Black United Fund of New Jersey 


arning products from more than 150 publish- 
he a Milos of all ages. The fair which is.open 
community is the first of several events 
tae for Black History Month bus at the 


iE fair is open each day from 10 a.m. to 5:30 
ip.mi A special Event “East Orange Reads A 
Family Affair" on Feb. 5, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
will feature special activities, refreshments and 
‘door prizes. The Mansion is located at 132 South 
"Harrison Street. For additional information tele- 
phone (973) 676-5283. 


Community Works Opens Civil Rights 
Exhibition 

Presents Portraits of Activists Then anı 

Feb. 3'at 5:30 p.m. at Gallery 1199 310 W. 43rd 
Street — between 8th and 9th Ave., NYC. *The 
Long Walk to Freedom" uses photographs, 
archival materials, quotes, artwork, 

to explore a crücial time in our coun! 
"ordinary" people did extraordinary Th 
exhibition highlights the contribution of 16 civil 
rights activists and how the examples of their 
lives provide a blueprint for future activism for 
the young people who studied them throu; 
Community. For information, call Shelly Cryer 
(212) 665-0588 or (212) 459-1854. 


Black History Month Gallery Show at Seton Hall 
University, photo depicted is entitled "Uncle Tom's Cabin" 


Black History Month Gallery Show at 
Seton Hall University — will feature the art 
work of John Horace Stone being exhibited 
starting on Feb. 3. 


Black History Exhibit Opens at 
Carriage House in.Cape May - Mid-Atlantic 
Center for the Arts opened the “A Feeling of 
Community Revisited: Cape Island’s African 
American Heritage" on Dr. Martin Luther Kings 
Birthday and will run through February 27, 
highlights the heritage and contributions of 
Cape May’s African. American community 
through photographs, oral history excerpts and 
artifacts. 


Black Lynchings on Display in New 
York Gallery —- The Roth Horowitz Gallery 
located at 160 A E. 70th Street will feature a 
remnant of Black history many would like to for- 
get: A history of lynchings in America. Some 60 
photos, mostly of blacks lynched in the South 
between 1883 and 1960, depict black males and 
females either being lynched, burned, or dragged 
while whites stand posing, some actually smil- 
ing in the pictures. According to the collector, 

ames Allen, who has been collecting the grue- 
some collectibles for more than a decade, the 


t night, ; 
Mes ‘we had.” The New York Times otis an 
legacy of American. History." Another 
poi. depicts Frank Embree; stripped naked, 
ding on a buggy, with his hands shackled, 
Dis back Hippi Ber from having been bru- 
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Recently, Project Redirect 
Youth and Family Services held 
a reception at the Women In 
Support of the Million Man 
March Mansion (WISOMMM) to 
honor and spotlight women, Ms 
Serve as a shining example for 
young ladies in their communi- 
ties. 

According to Sharon Berry, 
president and founder of Project 
Redirect/Youth and Family 
Services, the women selected, 
Joyce Hurley, Fleet Bank senior 
vice-president; Fredricka Bey, 
executive director of WISOM- 
MM; Dr. Gwen Goldsby Grant, 
psychologist and columnist for 
Essence Magazine; Roz Samuels, 
Treasurer/secretary Newark 
Teacher's Union; Jan Johnson, 


Awardees from left to right: Dorothy mm Roz Samuels, Maria Vizcarrondo DeSoto, Jan 
M. Edgenton Johnson, Joyce Hurley, Dr. Gwen Goldsby Grant, Sharon Berry, and Fredrica 
Bey. 


Calcagno, First Union assistant 
vice president; Maria 
Vizcarrondo DeSoto; pre 
and CEO of United Way of Essex 
and West Hudson; Dorothy 
Knauer, deputy executive direc- 
tor of Community Action 
Corporation , all exemplify the 
meaning of Nia, which is one of 
»e seven principles of Kwanzaa. 
Due to a scheduling conflict 
Marion Bolden, superintendent 
ewark public schools; Mary 
his Ford, president of Board 
of Conc ed Citizens; Martha 
Chavis, program director of Area 
Health Education of Camden; 
Sister Eileen McNally, New 
Community Corp; and Carolyn 
Wallace, executive director of 
International Youth 
Organization, whom also were 
honored were unable to attend. 
These women represent the 
concept of Nia, which is pur- 
pose,” said Berry. “They have 
shown s that we are 


Fredrica Bey poses with a guest. 


This reception was a get 
inted networking event for 
oard of directors and advi- 
sory board and the Nia awardees 
of Project Redirect/Youth and 


Photos by 
William 
Frazier 


"These women repre- Dorothy Knauer 


sent the concept of 
Nia, which is pur- 
pose. They have 
shown the qualities 
that we are develop- 
ing in our young 
ladies ages 11-15." 
— Sharon Berry 


Family Services. The main 
event, which will include a din- 
ner and awards presentation 
will take place May 11, at the 
Robert Treat Hotel, Newark 
from 6-10 p.m. This event will 
also serve as a fundraiser to 
develop Nia enrichment pro- 
grams for the organization, in its 
mission is to develop young 
ladies of purpose. In existence 
for only three yea 
statement of the orga 

to prevent child abuse, and juve- 
nile delinquencies. 

his is a relatively young 
organization that has accom- 
plished much in a short period of 
existence,” said Berry. 

The two-year program which 
meets every Saturday, - 
“Education for the year 2000” 
concentrates on building social 
skill development for elementary 
age students at the S. 17th St Joyce Hurley dan M. Edgenton Johnson Maria [gem DeSoto 
School, Newark. There's also the 1 
S.L.M.BA II (Single Intelligent 
Males with Bold Ability) male 
mentoring program. The organi- 
zation has initiated and conduct- 
ed statewide public awareness 
and child abuse campaigns for 
the last three years. For the past 
two years, the organization has 
recognized and rewarded (saving 
bonds, awards, trophies) to 
young people throughout the 
Greater Newark area who have 
succeeded despite the odds. 

erry, who realized there 
was a need for more community 
based organizations and her 
desire to be more proactive in 
dealing with issues pertaining to 
children, especially males, 
became the catalyst for what is 
now Project Redirect/Youth and 

amily Services. 

Currently, the organization 
is recruiting mentors and con- 
ducting a search recruitment for 
a board of directors, and persons 
interested in advocating for chil- 
dren and their families. For 
additional information please 
telephone: (888)-868-9697 or 
(732) 424-9697, 


RIISES 


PESE 


Dr. Gwen Goldsby Grant 


| 
| 
Joyce Hurley j 


sit * 3 ONSE 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1 


TEANECK — The Stella C. Van 
Houten Women's Outpatient Center 
of Holy Name Hospital is offering 
The Breast Cancer Support Group 

for Chidten ages 7 to 12, from 3: 45 
to 4:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (201) 833-7100. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
TEANECK — The Stella C. Van 
nt C. 


Tha Breast Cancefiaiippert Group 
for Spauses/Sionlfege Others fom 


.m. For more 


By Larry Lucas 


What were the big changes of 
the 20th century? Everybody 
talks about air travel, space trav- 
el, television, computers and, of 
course, the civil rights move- 
ment. But what may be more 
important in p dw of ordinary 


eases in check. Medicines are 
reducing deaths from heart dis- 
ease, cancer and stroke the lead- 
ing killers of today. The over- 
whelming ipjority of people 
with mental ware- 


No one knows for certain, but. 
scientists believe we are on the 
verge of exciting new break- 
throughs. If the 20th century 
was the “golden age” of drug dis- 
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underlying cause of disease, the 
ways in which drugs operate, 
and the way to create new treat- 
ments. And new technologies 
with such sci-fi names as x-ray 


housed in institutions and 


lies-can now be treated in the 


changes in qoem And for 
African Americans, access to 
health care greatly improved, 
partly as a result of the civil 
rights movement. 

In 1900, the average age at 
death Was 47; eam its 


tall (201) 833-7100. 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5 


TEANECK — The Stella C. Van 
Houten Women's Outpatient Center 
of Holy Name Hospital is offering 
The Breast Cancer Support Group 
for Tap ages 13 to 18 from 10 to 
11 a.m. For more information, call 
(201) (833-7100. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9 


JERSEY CITY — The Jersey City 
Medical Center has a Support Group 
for Newly-Diagnosed Breast Cancer 
Patients from 6 to 8 p.m. that will 

leet every second Wednesday of 
each'month. For more information, 
call (201) 915-2000. 


‘THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17 


BERKELEY HEIGHTS — The next 
Caregiver/Alzhei pport Group 
of Runnells Specialized Hospital of 
Union County will meet from 1 to 2 
p.m. in the Family Conference 
Room. For more information, call 
(908) 771-5834. 


TEANECK — The Women's Outpa- 
tient Center's Mid-Life Management 
Program offers a free lecture on 
"Getting Physical - Body movement 
techniques to stay fit past 40," from 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in the Marian Hall. 
For more information, call (201) 833- 
7100. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 9 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The NJ State 
Bar Foundation presents a free sem- 
inar for the public on “Medicare- 
Medicaid Maze" from 1 to 3 p.m. at 
the NJ Law Center. For more infor- 
mation, call 1-800-FREE LAW. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 16 


BERKELEY HEIGHTS — Caregiv- 
erlAlzheimer's Family Support 
roup at Runnells Specialized Hos- 
pital of Union County from 1 to 2 
p.m. every 3rd Thursday of each 
month. For more information, call 
(908) 771-5834. 


TEANECK — The Women's Outpa- 
tient Center's Mid-Life Management 
Program offers a free lecture on 
*More Than Skin Deep" (Skin, eye, 
and dental changes in mid-life and 
beyond from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
in the Marian Hall. For more infor- 
mation, call (201) 833-7100. 


increased more in “the 20th cen- 
tury than in the entire time 
between. the Bronze Age and 
1900, mainly because of the 
development of vaccines and 
antibiotics to hold infectious dis- 


with effective medi- 


cines so they can lead productive . 


lives. We now have insulin for 
diabetes; contraceptives to make 
family planning possible; effec 
tive medicines for arthritis; m 
icines to improve the health of 
women after menopause; medi- 
cines that make organ replace- 
ment possible~all.of which were 
unknown at the turn of the last 
century. What medicines-only 
dreamed of today-will be come 
li the bi of the 


shunned or hidden by their fami- 


For African Ameri- 
cans, access to health 
care greatly 
improved, partly as a 
result of the civil 


, high-through- 
put screening and bioinformat- 
ics-are helping researchers turn 
knowledge about human genes 
into medicines. Already, the 
genomic revolution has yielded 
breakthrough medicines for 
heart attack, stroke, breast can- 
cer, multiple sclerosis, arthritis, 


We've come a long way in the past hundred years 


arteries. 

vaccines that provoke the 
immune system to fight cancer. 

drugs that strangle blood 
vessels that feed tumors. 

“inhibitor” drugs that could 
stop the growth of tumors, turn- 
ing cancer into a manageable dis- 
ease. 

a vaccine for Alzheimer’s dis- 
ease, 

Nearly every day the media 
report breathtaking advances in 
science that could lead to vast 


diabetes, cystic 
fibrosis and pps aee 


in human health. 
In the words of a OR aen 


rights mo 


covery, the 21st century may 
turn out to be the platinum age. 
Genomics-the study of genes and 
their cti much 


22nd century? 


greater understanding of the 


are under eioen Early in 
the next century. patients may 
have available: 
“grow your own coronary 
bypasses”-a treatment that 
prompts the heart to grow new 
blood vessels to bypass clogged 


company ang on to 
your hats-great things are com- 
ing down the line.” 


Larry Lucas is Associate Vice 
President of the Pharmaceutical 
Research and Manufacturers of 
America (PhRMA). 


East Orange takes steps to secure future 


EAST ORANGE — East 
Orange General Hospital 
(EOGH), in a move to secure its 
future as Essex County's only 
indepedent hospital has taken 
Steps to assure its financial sta- 
bility, the Hospitals Board of 
Trustees and Administration 
announced recently. 

“Impacted by market-based 
changes and health care reform, 

/OGH, other New Jersey hospi- 
tals and hospitals across the 
nation are not receiving ade- 
quate funding, said President 
and Chief Executive Officer Dar- 
lene L. Cox. *In Fact, managed 
care, HMOs and federal and 
state regulations have greatly 
reduced the ability of hospitals to 
survive. 

In an effort to stay ahead of 
today’s health care industry 
financial crisis, EOGH has been 
implementing cost efficiencies to 
both operations and personnel. 
There has been a hiring freeze in 
effect, resulting in cost savings 
through attrition. However, no, 
for the first time in the Hospital's 
history, it is apparent staff 
reductions are necessary. “The 


actual number of employees 
impacted by this cost-saving 
measure is not yet available 


because vacant positions 
throughout the facility will be 
made available to affected 


employees,” said Vice President 
of Human Resources, Dean 
Civitello. “In actuality, the num- 


ber of employees affected by staff 
reduction will be lower due to the 
foresight of our administration.” 

East Orange General Hospi- 
tal is the last hospital in Essex 
County to experience some level 
of layoffs and is one of the last 
hospitals in the state to reluc- 
tantly resort to this measure. As 
with many of its counterparts in 
the industry, EOGH will reorga- 
nize and regroup with no sacri- 
fice to its patients and the quali- 
ty of care they have come to 
expect 

East Orange General Hospi- 
tal has been, and continues to be, 
a vital part of the community it 
serves for nearly 100 years. Orig- 
inally established in Newark in 
he Homeopathic Hospi- 
isex County, EOGH today 
is just as dedicated and focused 
on providing the finest of health 
care for this community. 

East Orange General Hospi- 
tal is a 262 licensed-bed and 209 
maintained-bed acute care facili- 
ty providing both in-patient and 
out-patient medical and surgical 
services to more than 7,900 
patients in 1999. 


City News is your news paper to 
place your H 
health advertisements. — 
If you would like to place an ad, 
cal 
(973) 642-4400 
or fax 
(973) 642-5444 


WANTED: 
FOSTER PARENTS 


can 
P This. 


Right now, right here in New Jersey, 
there are brothers and sisters who need 
foster parents who can help them stay together. 


1-877-NJ POSTEN 


CALL TOLL FREE 


vany aes Orcum: 


Christie Whitman, Governor. 
NJ Department of Human Services 


Health 
Hospitals 


Pharmacies 
Physicians 
Counseling Services 


HMO's 


Health Care Providers 


Reach the $47 Million 
NJ African-American 
Health Consumer Market 


in the City News Hasrrazar section 
Your guide to healthy living 


Who should advertise 
in the City News 
HeARTBEAT section? 


Health Insurance Providers 
Health Care Workers Training Programs 


Zoe tips Miba Kees Re CA 


Published every Wednesday 
City News takes a look at 
the health issues on the minds 
of African Americans ih a 
special section titled 


“Heartbeat.” 
Call 973-642-4400 


The Roots The Roots Come 
Alive . All Access (MCA 
Records) 


* No commercialism. No 
overused beats. No oversam- 
pled tracks. No blown-up egos. 
No whack, watered-down 
lyrics. No talk of frozen wrists 
or saturated banks. Just true 
lyrics interwined with tracks 
drawn from the sounds of hip- 
. hop, jazz, and R&B like it is 

not heard today. The real 
Roots of hip-hop. The Roots 

This is the feeling one gets 
listening to this truly talented, 
understated band at the Ham- 
merstein - Ballroom perfor- 
mance 

Most will appreciate “The 
Next Movement,” which incor- 
porates the jazz-inspired rattle 
of cymbals and the beat of 
drums accompanied by the 
keyboard-tickled melodies. 

Another track to play over 
and over again is “Love Of My 
Life,” which is enhanced by the 
guest appearance. of Common 
— watch out for the line about 
Lauryn Hill 

Another standout is "You 
Got Mg,” featuring Jill Scott 
who suhg the hook originally 
sung by Erykah.Badu, wrote 
the ‘song and is currently on 
Michael Jordan’s label, Hidden 
Beach Records. Then there are 
“The Notic,” “Proceed,” and 
“Part III (It’s Over Now).” 


Trin-i-tee 5:7 Spiritual 


Love (B-Rite Mu: 


Combining the elegance and 
beauty of En Vogue and the hip 
hop edge of Destiny's Child, 
Trin-i-tee 5:7 returns to the 
music ‘scene spreading their 
gospel-inspired message of 

+ putting God first and everything 
else second. 

They inject a dose of self- 
respect in the song “My Body.” It 
is about abstaining from sex 
because their bodies are the 
Lord’s temples. 

The group does a good job 
with “Put Your Hands,” singing 
over a sample of Teddy Pender- 
grass’ “Back in Love Again.” 

And those looking for some 
traditional gospel will appreci- 
ate “Highway,” which talks 
about the uphill journey while 
they, are walking with “the 
King.” The song blends a nice 
mix of organ and R&B-flavored 
sounds to compliment a melodic 
blend of harmonies. 

Other standouts on the 
album include *How You Liv- 
ing,” “The Day You Came,” and 
“If They Only Knew. 


February 1 
"Twenty Four-Seven'* 
Tin* Turner 

' Virgin 


*20th Century Masters: The Mil- 
lennium Collection" 

Kool & the Gang 

Chronicles 


“20th Century Masters: The Mil- 
lennium Collection" 
The Ohio Players 


By Larry McShane 


NEW YORK (AP) — It was 
back in late June, back when 
Sean"Puffy" Combs still teetered 
atop the rap world. Combs was on 
his cell phone, offering an apology 
for the beating of a fellow record 
company executive. 

"I was embarrassed,” the 
Grammy Award-winning rap 
entrepreneur quietly told a 
reporter. "That's not me. I disap- 
pointed my fans, my family, and I 
disappointed hip hop. 

A quick call "o right every- 
thing. Except in the months since, 
it's all gone wrong 

Since his April 15 assault on 
Interscope Records official Steve 
Stoute, the 30-year-old Combs 
has suffered twin black eyes him- 
self: a stiff drop-off in record sales 
and a sharp increase in negative 
publicity. 

His latest album, “Forever,” 
stayed in the top 10 for just two 
weeks, and sold a fraction of its 
predecessor. He was arrested 
again on Dec. 27, this time for 
felony weapon possession. 
Improbably, so was his humiliat- 


E 


ed girlfriend, actı ger Jen- 
nifer Lopez. 

In addition, his latest protege, 
a rapper named Shyne, was 
charged in a Manhattan night- 


club shooting shortly before 
Combs’ arrest. 
Two weeks later, Combs was 


indicted on weapons charges for- 
possession of two stolen guns 
loaded with hollow point bullets. 
If convicted, he faces 15 years in 
prison. * 

Combs has been gagged by his 
lawyer, so he was not available to 
talk about his problems. And he 
generally has been bashed by crit- 
ics everywhere from the Internet 
to The Washington Post. 

Combs maintains his inno- 
cence, but the toll on his reputa- 
tion is heavy. 

“It’s hard to imagine anything 
about this is going to enhance his 
career,” said Spin magazine edi- 
tor Alan Light, the former editor 
of Vibe magazine. 


Photo by 
Sean “Puffy” Combs A 

Some of Puffy's problems are 
self-inflicted. Others seem to 
just the inevitable product of hig 
runaway success. But detractors 
have a list of anti-Puffy come 
plaints: 

Puffy is a phony gangster, 
Puffy cant rap. Puffy rips off 
other people's hits. Puffy, with his 
big bankroll and his Bentley and 
his $600,000 birthday party, is 
out of touch with the street. Puffy 
is just plain dumb. 

Criticism is new for Combs. 
He survived the nightmarish 


death of nine people crushed at ai ` 


1991 charity basketball game] 
that hed organized and the 1997 
murder of his best rapper, The 
Notorious B.I. 

Puffy no longer rises like a 
phoenix from such disasters 
Instead, his new bird is an alba- 
tross hanging around his neck 


alongside his opulent gold jewel- 
ry 

Record. sales? Disappointing 
While 1997's “No Way Out” sold 7 
million copies, “Forever,” barely 
broke the one million mark. 

Two of Pufty's top acts left his 
laabel, Bad Boy records. Multi- 
platinum. Mase found religion, 
while The Lox found a new label 
“Puff, the Magic's Draggin’,” said 
a recent New York Post headline. 

Puffy's hopes for a chart come- 
back were tied to his latest 
ynee, Shyne. Unfortunately 
iyne aka Jamal Barrow, 19 

was charged with attempted 
murder after allegedly shooting 
Lire people inside a Manhattan 
‘ab. Puffy was’ arrested while 
flkeiny the club 

|. Respect? Anti-Pufly Web sites 
afe as prevalent as the hits he 
onte tujoyed. There's Americans 


Against Puffy, Musicians Against 
Puffy — you get the idea. 

“C’mon Puffy, you steal hits,” 
read an entry on one site. 

Public relations? “The Defla- 
tion of Puffy Combs,” read The 
Washington Post headline back in 
December, before Puffy's latest 
brush with the law. Vibe maga- 
zine ran a similar piece dis- 
cussing the Puffy backlash — and 
that, too, was before the nightclub 
incident. 

Even the staid New Yorker 
magazine dissed Puffy, weighing 
in with “A Letter to Puff Daddy.” 
The tongue-in-cheek piece had 
writer Andy "Stacky" Borowitz 
applying for a job with Puffy's- 
posse, saying, "I am available to 
start hanging with you 24-7, 
effective immediately." 

Puffy was once the reigning 
king of rap, crossing over into the 
mainstream. He had a house in 
the Hamptons, partied with Don- 
ald Trump and Martha Stewart. 
He had a magazine, a clothing 
line, a restaurant. He earned 
$53.5 million in 1998, according 
to Forbes magazine — which put 
him on its cover in March 1999. 

But now Combs is keeping a 
low profile, awaiting a February 
court date with his new lawyer, 
Johnnie Cochran. In his last pub- 
lic appearance, Puffy stood before 
a roomful of reporters — includ- 
ing 19 camera crews — to pro- 
claim his innocence. 

The media was restless; 
Combs arrived 25 minutes late, 
wearing a beige sweater and a 
glum look on his face.He did not 
take questions; attorney Harvey 
Slovis cut off attempts to quiz the 
millionaire artist. 

But just before the news con- 
ference ended, the rap impresario 
grabbed the microphone. 

"Thank you,” he announced. “I 
wish I could answer more of your 
questions, and hopefully I will be 
able to in the next couple of days 
when the truth comes out. 

It's been several weeks now. 
And the truth has yet to set Puffy 
tree. 


Kobe adds recording artist to list of talents 


Kobe Bryant 


Singer Whitney Houston caught with 
15.2 grams of marijuana at airport 


KAILUA-KONA, Hawaii 
(AP) — According to published 
reports, Whitney Houston was 
caught with 15.2 grams of 
marijuana at an airport securi- 
ty checkpoint last week, but- 
boarded her departing flight 
before police arrived. 

The Tribune-Herald of 
Hilo, said an airport security 
officer at Keahole-Kona Inter- 
national Airport found the 
marijuana on Jan. 18 after he 
asked the Grammy Award- 
winning singer to open her bag 
for inspection. 

Police Lt. Robert Hickcox- 
said the bag was seized, ‘but 
the singer walked away when 
security officers tried to detain 
her. Houston's United Airlines 
flight to San Francisco depart- 
ed 45 minutes before police 
arrived, Hickcox said. 

Airport security officers, 
employed by a private compa- 
ny, can only arrest passengers 
for crimes related to airport 


security. The firm, Wackenhut 
of Hawaii, declined comment 
to the Associated Press on 
Jan. 23. 

An answering service for 
Houston's spokeswoman, Carol 
Stone, said she was out of the 
country and could not immedi- 
ately be reached for comment 
A message left with her 
answering service was not 
immediately returned on Jan. 
23 to the Associated Press 

According to the Tribune- 


Herald, the Hawaii County 
Police ' Department's daily 
police bulletin noted 15.2 


grams of marijuana was recov- | 
ered at the airport at 2:28 p.m. 
on Jan. 18, but did not identify. 
a suspect. 

Hickcox said they planned 
to refer the case to the Hawaii. 
County Prosecutor's Office, a 
process that could take a 
month. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Pro- 
fessional basketball phenome- 
non Kobe Bryant, who recently 
bought a half-interest in an Ital- 
ian League team, has still 
another gig — song and dance 
man. 

Bryant will team with super- 
model Tyra Banks to debut his 
record, “K-O-B-B,” on the “NBA 
Team elebration 2000” tele- 
vision special on Feb. 12. Hosted 
by Ahmad Rashad and Summer. 


Sanders, the show recognizes 
the dedication of 200,000 teen- 
agers nationwide who have vol- 
unteered more than 1 million 


hours of service to communities 
mationwide. 

The performance, broadcast 
on NBC, TNT, BET and Nick- 
elodeon,will be Bryant's first 


hitney Houston 


before a live audience. His first 
album,"Visions," will be released 
in March. 

On Jan. 17, Bryant said he's 
been singing for the past two 


serious,” he said. Asked if he 
was any good, he said, "Pretty 
good. I really enjoy it." 

Last month, the 21-year-old 
Bryant bought into Olimpia 
Milano of the Italian Basketball 
League, à storied franchise in 
Milan that his father once 
played for. 

So, what's next for the Los 
Angeles Lakers’ All-Star guard 

vho’s added team owner and 
recording artist to his resume? 

“To get better at all three of 
them,” he said 


Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Singles 
and Tracks 

(Compiled from a national 
sample of sales reports and 
radio playlists) 


1. “Hot Boyz,” Missy “Misde- 
meanor” Elliot (feat. NAS, Eve 
Lil’ Mo, Q-Tip). The Gold Mind. 
(Gold) 


Donell Jones 


“U Know What's Up,” 
Donell Jones. LaFace. (Gold) 
3. “He Can't Love U,” Jagged 
Edge. So So Def. (Gold) 
4. “Get It On Tonite,” Montell 
Jordan. Def Soul. 
5. "Say My Name,” Destiny's 
Child. Columbia. 
6. "I Wanna Know,” Joe. Jive. 
7. "None Of Ur Friends Busi- 
ness,” Ginuwine. 550 Music. 
8. “24/7,” Kevon Edmonds. 
RCA. (Gold) 
9. “Untitled (How Does It 
Feel),” D'Angelo. Virgin 
‘No More Rain (In This 
Cloud),” Angie Stone. Arista. 


Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums 

(Compiled from a national 
sample of sales reports col- 
lected, compiled and provid- 
ed by SoundScan) 


1. *.And Then There Was 
X," DMX. Ruff Ryders. 

2. "Vol. 3... Life And Times Of 
S. Carter," Jay-Z. Roc-A-Fella. 

3. “Dr. Dre — 2001,” Dr. Dre. 
Aftermath. (Platinum) 

4. “Still I Rise,” 2Pac + Out- 
lawz. Interscope. 

5. “Unleash The Dragon, 
Sisqo. Dragon. 

6. Soundtrack: "Next Fri- 
day," Various Artists. Priority 

7. “The G-Code,” Juvenile. 
Cash Money. 


The Notorious B.I.G. 


8. “Born Again," The Notori- 
ous B.I.G. Bad Boy. (Platinum) 

9. "Black Diamond," Angie 
Stone. Arista. 

10. "The Writings On The 
Wall, Destiny's Child. Colum- 
bia.(Platinum) 


Hot Rap Singles 

(Compiled from a national 
sample of sales reports col- 
lected, compiled, and Provid- 
ed by SoundScan) 


1. “Hot Boyz,” Missy “Misde- 
meanor” Elliot (feat. NAS, Eve 
Q-Tip) The Gold Mind. (Gold) 

2. “You Can Do It,” Ice Cube ~ 
(feat. Mac 10 and Ms. Toi). 
Lench Mob. 

3. "G'd Up,” Snoop Dogg Pre- 
a Tha East Sidaz. TVT. 

4. “4, 5, 6,” Sole (feat. iT. 
Money and Kandi) DreamWorks. 

5. “Left/Right,” Drama. Tight 

a 
. "Down Bottom," Drag-On 
ree Juvenile. Ruff Ry« 

7. “I Want It All,” Warren G 
it Mack 10). G-Funk. (Gold) 

“Step To This," Master P 
eae D.LG.) No Limit. 

9. “Whole Lot Of Gangstas 
Die,” Flexx G. (feat. Kurupt and 
Alkatraz). Shanty Town. 

10. “Simon Says,” Pharoahe 
Monch. Rawkus. 1 


January 26 — February 1, 2000 


— City News BS 


Billboard 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26 


ECL — The American Stage 

play "The Crys- 
tal Goblet” Call (201) 692-7744 for 
information. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 27 


New BRUNSWICK — The Cross- 

ids Theater presents "Yel- 
M Eyes" Call (792) 249.5860 for 
information. 


MONTCLAIR — The Luna Stage pre- 
sents the play “The Queen of Thebes.” 
Call (973) 744-3309 for information. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 28 
NEW YORK — Jazz at Lincoln Center 


Apollo Theater. 10:30 
a.m. (212) 875-5084. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 29 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The State The- 
ater presents’ Richard Scarry's "Busy- 
town" 1 pm. and 4 p.m. (732) 247- 
7200. 


NEWARK — This NeW dereey Perform: 

Arts Center (NJPAC) presents the 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo featuring 
the Might Clouds of Joy. 8 p.m. 1- 
(888)-GO-NJPAC. 


NEWARK - New Jersey Performing 
Arts Center presents Randy James 
Dance Works: "The Lion, The Witch, 
and The Wardrobe" at 2 p.m. in the Vic- 
toria Theater for ages 8 and up. For 
more information, call (973) 297-5834. 


NEW YORK - Jazz at Lincoln Center 
presents "What is Afro-Cuban Jazz?" 
hosted by Danilo Perez and Wynton 
Marsalis at Alice Tully Hall at 11 a.m. 

1 p.m. For more information, call 
(212) 721-6500. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 


NEW YORK - The Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black Center and the 
NY Public Library presents the Sidney, 


pm. For more Fact call (212) 
491-2040. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4 


ENGLEWOOD  - internationally 
acclaimed Boys Choir of Harlem 
brings its enchanting repertoire to The 
John Harms State 8:00 p.m. as part of 
the Classical Series. For more infor- 
mation, call (201) 567-5797. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5 


NEWARK - New Jersey Performing 
Arts Center presents Nai-Ni Chen 
Dance Company: "Year of the Dragon" 
through February 6 at 2 p.m. in the Vic- 
toria Theater for ages 3 and up. For 
more intormation, call (973) 297-5834. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12 


| 
| 
NEW BRUNSWICK - The State The- | 
ater presents “Smokey Joe's Cafe" at | 
m. For more informa- 

tion, call (877) STATE 11 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13 


NEWARK - NJ Performing Arts Cen- 
ters Bell Atlantic Family Time Series 
presents a special homecoming con- 
cert with Newark's Own Countertenor 
Derek Lee Ragin and Pianist Kevin 
Sharpe at 2:00 pm. in the Victoria 

Theater. For more information, call 
(973) 297-5834 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 


NEWARK - A salute to Broadway fea- 
turing favorite show tunes will be held 
7:30 pm. in the Prudential Hall, NJ 
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) 


BROOKLYN - 651 ARTS presents a 
new annual dance program which fea- 
tures the history, present and future of 
Black choreagraphy at 8 p.m. at the 
BAM Harvey Theater through Fabiu- 

ry 19th. For more information, call 
(71e) 636-4161 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19 


NEWARK - A salute to Broadway fea- 
turing favorite show tunes will be held 
8:00 pm. in the Prudential Hall, NJ 
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24 


RÉD BANK - Metropolitan Entertain- 
ment Group presents Morrissey who 
will be performing at the Count Basie 
Theatre at 8 p.m. for more information, 
call (212) 966-4600. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 3 


TRENTON - Vocalist Monica Mancini 
joins David Commanday and the 
NJSO in “A Tribute to Henry Mancini" 
pal di at 8:00 p.m. at the War 

ial. For more information, call 
pru 624-3713. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 4 


NEWARK - Vocalist Monica Mancini 
joins David Commanday and the 
NJSO in “A Tribute to Henry Mancini" 
takes place at 8:00 p.m. at the NJPAC. 
For more information, call (973) 624- 
3713. 


Send your 
Entertainment 
Information 


ARTZ Calendar 
(973) 642-5444 


By Susan Parrott 


DALLAS (AP) 


— The old 
black man grasped the pencil 
and drew a small X on the back 
of a sheet of notebook paper. 
“All those years, that was all 


I had,” said George Dawson. “I 
been everywhere but I could 
never write my name." 

Dawson got by for nearly à 
century with two crossed lines 

Everything changed when he 
turned 98. 

It was 1996. A literacy volun- 
teer knocked on his doorstep in a 
poverty-stricken area of south 
Dallas. Adult education courses 
were being taught a few blocks 
away at the old high school. 

Dawson didn't hesitate a 
moment. He became the Dallas 
School district's oldest and 
most celebrated — student. 

“I never thought I was too old 
to learn,” said Dawson, who 
turned 102 this week. "That was 
the most important thing I did, 
to learn one letter from another." 

That was before he wrote a 
book about his life with the help 
of co-author Richard Glaubman, 
a Seattle-area teacher. Pub- 
lished by Random House, "Life 
is So Good," will be available in 
bookstores in February. 

It's only the latest chapter 
for the grandson of slaves, born 
in the East Texas town of Mar- 
shall on Jan. 18, 1898. 

As the oldest of five children, 
he went to work instead of 
school. Life's lessons were never 
easy. 

One of Dawson's earliest 
memories haunts him still. At 
the age of 10, he said, he saw an 
innocent 'young black man 
lynched by a mob in downtown 
Marshall. Accused of impregnat- 
ing a white girl, the 17-year-old 
was hanged from an old oak tree. 

Dawson said witnessing the 
tragedy changed his life. He 
learned to survive by spotting 
trouble and heading the other 
way 


thought about that lots of 
times,” Dawson said, dabbing at 
tears streaming from his eyes. 

“There was lots of lynchings. 
Lots of things going on. I never 
did want to mix with people. I 
never said anything. I went on. 

He said he never became bit- 
ter about the injustices faced by 
blacks during the days when a 
Klan hood sparked terror, when 
he drank from a separate water 
fountain and could not talk to a 
white man without bowing his 
head. 

Dawson said he learned from 
his parents to focus on the good 
in life. 

“I always thought what had- 


Jackie Robinson was one of his favorite people he couldn't read about until he was 98 years old. 


n't been is meant to be,” Dawson 
said. "The sun is hot, but after a 
while it cools off. It's got to 
change.” 

He says blacks still have far 
to go in the fight for equality. 

“Somethings has changed 
and some hasn't,” Dawson said. 
I don’t know whether it will 


ever get to where one man is the 
same” as another. 

At age 12, Dawson's father 
hired him out to a white familly 
for $1.50 a month, Dawson lived 
on his employer's farm so that 
his own family would have one 
less mouth to feed. He worked as 
hard as any man. 

n he turned 21, ‘he 
worked his way across the coun- 
try, traveling by steam train. 

Dawson's inability to read 
meant he often was at the mercy 
of others. He once paid for a rail- 
ticket from Marshall to 
eveland, then found outfit 
would only take him as far as St. 


Louis. 
They wouldn't tell me the 
truth,” Dawson said. “I had to 


take what they'd say 

But still he traveled, some- 
times buying tickets, sometimes 
hopping into boxcars amd r 


with hobos. He went td Car 

just to see his first snowi În Mex- 
ico, he ate for the first time in 
restaurants where men@f all col- 


ors sat side by side 


Dawson built levees on the 
Mississippi, drove spikes for the 
railroads and worked in a 
sawmill, He met his first wife, 
Elzenia, while breaking horses 
in the Texas Panhandle. 

They settled in Dallas, where 
Dawson worked two jobs. They 
had seven children, all of whom 


"I was working 

at Oak Farms 
Dairy then. I 
remember saying 
‘Hit that ball, 
Jackie.' He hit it." 
— George 
Dawson 


went to college 
*He'd always dwell on school 


and how to earn your own 
money, said Dawson's son 
George Jr. “He said that if you 


had your own, you don't have to 
steal or wc Without a job, 
you are dependent on others. 
That was important to me, 
the elder Dawson said. “I didn’t 


Boys Choir of Harlem to perform at John Harms 


ENGLEWOOD — The Boys 
Choir of Harlem, internation- 
ally recognized for its excep- 
tion talent and harmonies, will 
perform its mix of classical, 
jazz, contemporary, and gospel 
music February 4 at the John 
Harms Center for the Arts as 
part of the theatre's Classical 
Series 

Some of the song selections 
will include Duke Ellington and 
Goerge Gershwin medleys, clas- 
sical music, spirituals, jazz 
tuens, and a section called 
“Pride and Hope,” its tribute to 
Black History Month. 

For more information, 
(291) 567-5797. 


call 


Boys Choir of Harlem 


Next Friday is #1 in first weekend 


By Tom Harrigan 


LOS ANGELES (AP) It 
was “Next Friday’ again and 
again as the new film starring 
and produced by Ice Cube 
packed movie theaters during 
the long Martin Luther King Jr. 
holiday weekend, earning $16.9 
million. 

The movie opened Wednes- 
day and was shown in just 
1,103 locations to average 
$15,338 per theater over the 
weekend, compared to $4,048 
per theater for No. 2 “Stuart 
Little” — box office leader three 
of the four previous weeks. 
“Stuart Little’ earned $12.5 
million in 3,092 theaters, 
according to industry figures 
released Tuesday. 

The top 20 movies at North 
American theaters Friday 
through Monday, followed by 
distributing studio, gross, num- 
ber of theater locations, average 
receipts per location, total gross 
and number of weeks in release, 
as compiled by Exhibitor Rela- 
tions Co. Inc. and ACNielsen 
E 


T. 
1. *Next Friday," New Line, 


$16.9 million, 1,103 locations 
8, $21.5 million, one 

week. 
2. "Stuart Little,” Sony 


$12.5 million, 3,092 locations. 
$4,048 average, $109.6 million. 
five weeks. 

3. "The Hurricane," Univer- 
sal $10.5 million, 1,454 loca- 
tions, $7,230 average, $14.6 
million, three weeks. 

4. "Girl, Interrupted," Sony, 
$93 million, 1,902 locations, 
$4,900 average, $10.1 million, 
four weeks. 

5. "The Green Mile," Warner 
Bros., $8.8 million, 2,483 loca- 
tions, $3,561 average, $102.8 
million, six weeks, 

6. “Galaxy Quest,” Dream- 
Works, $8.5 million, 2,450 loca- 
tions, $3,487 ‘average, $48.8 
million, four weeks. 

7. “The Talented Mr. Rip- 
ley,” Paramount, $6.8 million, 
2,369 locations, $2,879 average. 
$63.5 million, four weeks. 

8. “Supernova,” MGM, $6.7 
million, 2,280 locations, $2,953 
average, $6.7 million, one week. 

9. "Toy Story 2," Disney, 
$6.6 million, 2,326 locations, 
$2.851 average. $227.6 million. 


nine weeks. 

$10. “Any Given Sunday," 
Warner Bros, $5.5 million, 
2/505 locations, $2,193 average, 
$66.9 million, four weeks. 

211 . “Bicentennial Man," 
Disney, $4.3 million, 2,216 loca- 


tions, $1,927 average, $52.4 
million, five weeks. 
12. “Magnolia,” New Line, 


E million, 1,038 locations, 
60 TERES $12.2 million, 
five E S. 
"Deuce Bigalow: Male 
E Disney, $3.5 million, 
0 locations, $1,840 average, 
E million, six weeks. 
P4. "The Cider House 
” Miramax, $3.4 million, 
17 locations, $4,101 average, 
million, six weeks. 
15, “Fantasia 2000,” Disney, 


$3414 million, 54 locations, 
$58,135 average, $11.1 million, 
three weeks. 

"Snow Falling on 


"Universal, $3.1 million, 
locations, $2,685 average, 
illion, four weeks. 

. "Anna and the King," 
$2.5 million, 1,535 loca- 
|.$1,616 average, $34.6 
. five weeks. 


want them to grow up like I did." 

Dawson hid his illiteracy for 
much of his life. He said he did- 
n't really miss reading until 
1947, when he couldn't make out. 
the box scores of baseball great 
Jackie Robinson 

"Jackie Robinson was the 
first colored man to break into 
baseball with the white folks 
he said. 

"I was working at Oak Farms 
Dairy then. I remember saying 
‘Hit that ball, Jackie.’ He hit it. 

Dawson said his toughest 
loss to illiteracy was a big pro- 
motion at the Dallas dairy, 
where he worked 25 years. He 
turned down a job as engineer 
because he knew he couldn't 
write the daily reports. 

When Dawson retired at age 
65, he signed his meager Social 
Security checks with an X 

He learned the other letters 
in his first two days of school. 

His teacher, 1 Henry, said 
he was at first nervous about his 
new student 

“In my mind, I said, ‘Oh my 
goodness! How in the world do I 


start teaching a 98-year-old 
man? 

But Dawson was a quick 
study. He approached schooling 


like everything else in life 
wholeheartedly 
Dawson soon 


insisted on 


learning cursive writing. When 


Henry tried to teach hin: to 
the old man told his 

“No son, I want to join 
them together.” 

Dawson’s handwriting now 
is as good as the teacher's and 
he's reading at a fifth-grade 
level. He says he hopes to earn 
his general equivalency degree. 

His class has doubled in 
enrollment since Dawson joined. 

“People say they saw where 
that old man is going to school,” 
said Henry. “Some really 
thought they couldn't learn. But 
when they saw what he's done, 
they changed their minds." 

Dawson sometimes gives 
inspirational talks to school chil- 
dren. He says he tells them, “I’m 
trying to get what you all don't 
want.” 


Sometimes he sings slave 
songs, learned from his grand- 
mothers, to his fellow students. 

Dawson goes to school five 
days a week. In his free time, he 
loves to fish and watch Texas 
Rangers’ baseball games on tele- 
vision. 

He's lived alone since his 
fourth wife passed away 12 
years ago, but is visited often by 
his five surviving children, 19 
grandchildren and more great- 
grandchildren than he can 
count 

Family photos line the walls 
of his tiny living room and a tat- 
tered Bible lays on a cloth-cov- 
ered coffee table. Dawson bought 
the Bible for his last wife from a 
traveling salesman. He said he 
sometimes thumbed through it, 
the letters and words holding no 
meaning. 

Now he can read it aloud at 


the church he's attended since 
1928. His favorite passage comes 
from John 1:23, “I am the voice 


of one crying in the wilderness." 

Glaubman, who first learned 
about Dawson from a 1998 news- 
paper article, said the old man's 
life is a lesson to all. 

"Here is a man that had no 
formal education at all but had a 
wealth of information that he 
picked up," Glaubman said. 

Dawson said that he doesn't 
expect his life to change much 
with the publishing of his life 
story. If he makes some money 
off the book, he might fix up his 
10use or at least patch the leaky 
root 

He says he has lots of time to 
figure that out. His doctor says 
he has the health of a man 30 
years younger. 


Nothin’ don’t worry me,” 
Dawson said with a smile. 
Nothin. Worry will kill you. 


You just get to worrying and you 
know it's over. 


365 inspimet MOMENTS IN 
AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN'S HISTORY 


Janus hams 


Janus Adams Sister Days: 
Inspired Moments in African 
American Women’s History (John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc 


Time has given birth to many 
stories of African American 
women who have gone against 
the odds and perservered r 
the contemporary black, w 
or even man, Adams ha 
ered an wealth of inspiring sto- 
ries which readers can draw an 
entertainment and enlightening 
feeling of self-renewal 

Most of the stories correspon- 
dent with the dates of the events 
covered, which stretch from cen- 
turies ago to today's times. 


ing section featuring new artists. 
Please submit work 


City P. 


To Aspiring Poets 


The City News Artz Wednesday section is seeking unpublished 
land published poets to submit their work for exposure in a upcom- 


'oems, City PM T iri St, Suite 1F, Newark, NJ 


JOHN HARMS CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS 

30 N. VAN BRUNT ST. 
ENGLEWOOD, NJ 

CALL 201 567-3600 
TICKETS $20-$36 
Groups save up to 20% 

EZ access from the GW Bridge 


www.johnharms.org 


The Boys Choir 
of Harlem 


FRI. FEB. 4 at 8 pm 
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Will you get your r share of the 
| Billion$ for Busine$$ 


BizTECH ExPo 2000 puts you in touch with corporations, state and city 
agencies and organizations that are imterested in purchasing from you. Come 
make contacts and hear about the Newark metro growth market and learn 
how to position your company to participate in this exciting growth 

opportunity. If you are looking to do business at the airport or with the Port 
Authority you don't want to miss BIZTECH Expo 2000. 


Second Annual 
CITY NEWS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


BizTECH Expo 2000 


Hosted by 


Minority Business Journal 
of New Jersey & New York 


Sponsored by 


The Port Authority of NY & NJ 
Office of Business & Job Opportunity 


GPU 
PSE&G 
Schering-Plough 
Newark Airport Marriott 


MARCH 13, 2000 
Admission is $25 
Call (973) 642-4400 for Information 


d J 
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DATE: 


Newark, NJ - To assist production in scanning & edit- 
ing type, includes some layout & telephone work. Must 
have great organizational & computer skills, to meet 
deadlines & multi-task oriented. Immediate opening 


Looking for some real go-getters who are ready to 
excel with a dynamic weekly newspaper! Minimum 3 
yrs. sales exp., computer skills, excellent communica 
tion skills, great organizational skills, solid work histo- 
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Michael 
Jordan hits 
another 
bank shot 


Last week it was revealed 
that his airness, Michael Jeffrey 
Jordan, purchased a minority 
stake in the moribund Washing- 
ton Wizards. 

The Wizards, a franchise 
which has not won a playoff 
game in 12 years, went to great 
LER to lure Jordan into the 


a addition to allgying Jor- 
dan to purchase a stake in 
team at a price below market 
value, Abe Pollin and Ted Leon- 
sis, the team’s two largest share- 
holders, conferred control of bas- 
ketball operations to Jordan, 
who supplanted former GM Wes 
Unseld, and Team President 
Susan O'Malley in the process. 

Was Jordan worth it? You 
better believe it! In the era of 
free-agency, pro basketball has 

increasingly come to resemble 
the college game in that stars are 
now recruited and not drafted. 
With the exponential increase in 
the number of underclassmen 
now declaring for the draft, top 
prospects are less prepared than 
ever before to make an immedi- 
ate impact in the NI 

e time many young ath- 
letes mature into superstar cal- 
iber players, they're becoming 
free-agents and the wooing 

process has already begun. 
i0 better to woo superstar- 
Piria than Jordan? For 
example, just a few weeks ago, 
tled Wizai t guard 
Strickland was publicly 
angling for a trade. After Jordan 
became a minority owner, Strick- 
land, one of the NBA’s renown 
malcontents, changed his tune. 
Thus indicating that Jordan’s 
affiliation changes everything, 
g his previous desire to 

part ways with the Wizards. 

Look for Jordan’s presence to 
affect other players in a similar 
fashion as the Wizards (as soon 
as they clear some sal: cap 
room), rebuild and begin attract- 
ing major talent to the nation’s 
capital (e.g., Grant Hill, Tim 

can, or fellow North Caroli- 
na alum Vince Carter). 

Sport Interactive Trade 
Show 

I recently attended the Inter- 
national Sport Summit Interac- 
tive Trade Show and Conference 
at the Marriot Marquis, in New 
York, and in a word- WOW! 

This well conceived efficient- 
ly organized event provided a 
Ave ad glimpse into the 
fu f sports by showcasing 
beaks and companies on the 

logical cutting edge. Some 
of the more interesting vendors 
included, BROADCASTAMERI- 
CA.COM, which is a site which 
simulcasts sports radio from 
around the country, INTER- 
SPORT, INC., which provides 
innovative sports x ng bs 
Internet content over the 
and IPIX.COM aka Tena: 
TIVE PICTURES CO; 

When you get a one! go to 
IPIX's Web Site because it will 
literally blow you away. 

Its a site that essentially can 
give you a 360 degree perspective 
wit à particular environment. 
The potential applications are 
manifold, and when broadband 

omes more acces- 
sible, this company should do 
extremely well.Unfortunately, 
there was a noticeable dearth in 
African-American vendors 


which suggests that we have 
some catching up to do if we 
expect to cash in on the sports 
technology revolution. 


By Kelly Foster 
Correspondent 


Two Group 4 Central Jersey 
State Championships in 1998- 
1999. Two undefeated seasons 
within four years. A 24 game 
winning streak. Players earning 
All State and All Area accolades 
are just some of the accomplish- 
ments of Flemington Hunterdon 
Central Regional High School's 
football team. 

Though they admirably 
trounced opponents on the field, 
some members of the successful 
team have had to overcome per- 
sonal obstacles away from the 
gridiron. Their stories, and their 
courage is a testimony to the suc- 
cess they have attained, both as 
exceptional athletes and as 
mature, resilient young men. 

hat follows is part-one of a 
three-part series about four 
seniors on this team. 


A foster care outcast 

For senior running back 
Melvin Hubbert, growing up in 
Compton, California was a sure 
test of endurance. Though his 
neighborhood was relatively 
calm, the rough spots were not 
too far from his house, and he 
can recall hearing gunshots 
while playing outside. His par- 
ents had some problems and 
were unable to care for Hubbert 
and his siblings, so he was placed 
at the age of six in foster care, 
where he lived for four years. He 


remembers it as a hectic livij 
arrangement, as foster kids were 
constantly coming and going. 
And though Hubbert says he was 
usually treated fairly by his fos- 


that stuff.” 

Hubbert’s situation changed 
after he spent the summer before 
the fifth grade, with his uncle 
Thomas and his wife, Pia, in 


Courtesyiof Hunterdon Central Regional High School 
Melvin Hubbert No. 24 is a premiere running back who has excelled 
despite adjusting to a predominately white environment and a former 
product of the foster care system, 


ter parents, the family's own 
children were favored 

“I felt they treated us foster 
kids fairly, but not as fair as 
their own son. When we went to 
the store she (the foster mother) 
would buy him chips and subs, 
and we (foster kids) wouldn't get 


The D.C. Wizard of b-ball 


By Joseph White 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
Maybe the Washington Wizards 
should start selling tickets to 
practice. Watching Michael Jor- 
dan use his fierce competitive- 
ness to embarrass an under- 
achieving player would be more 
entertaining than watching his 
new team play a game. 

he biggest name in basket- 
ball history is now part-owner 
and president of basketball oper- 
ations of the Wizards, a bad team 
that doesn't draw and can now 
expect some first-hand lessons 
from the five-time MVP with the 
Chicago Bulls. 

"The best way to evaluate a 
player is to look in his eyes and 
see how scared he is,” Jordan 
said. "And I've seen that." 

Exhibit A of the lofty task 
ahead came Wednesday night, 
hours after Jordan was intro- 
duced before a packed, enthusi- 
astic, nationally televised news 
conference in the basement of the 
MCI Center. When it came time 
for the game, the arena was not 
packed — not even close to half- 
full — and fans were booing a 
Wizards team that fell behind 
early and was embarrassed 104- 
86 by the Dallas Mavericks. 

Jordan, joined by President 
Clinton in the owners' box in the 

fourth quarter, didn't com- 
ment after the game. But his new 
partner, fellow minority owner 
Ted Leonsis, had lost some of the 
glow he had earlier in the day. 

“After tonight's performance, 
Td say our guys have no place to 
go but up," Leonsis said. 

Jordan will own up to 20 per- 
cent of the team, a source close to 
the negotiations, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, told The 

Associated Press. The exact 
amount could vary because of 
complexities involved in the way 
the deal was negotiated, the 
source said. 

Jordan becomes only the 
third black minority owner in the 
NBA, with Magic Johnson of the 

Angeles Lakers and Edward 
and Bettiann Gardner of the 
Bulls. 

Jordan tried to become the 
league's first black majority 
owner last year when he negoti- 
ated with the Charlotte Hornets, 
but the deal fell through. Jordan 
spoke to other teams, but he 
never heard from the obvious one 
— the Bulls. 

"They're going in a different 


Michael Jordan 
direction,” said Jordan, whi 
relationship with Bulls chair: 
Jerry Reinsdorf 4 X 
recent years. 

NBA rules prohibit. owns 
from playing and players ft 


becoming owners, so Jor 
wouldn't be able to suit up foi 
game even if he felt like it. 
“I don't get to play. I don't. 
to wear a Wizards uniform," 
dan said. "But I will have infi- 
ence with the players who wear 
the uniform. ... I'm going to 
have my imprint and footpri 
all over this place." 1 
Anyone who has spent tithe 
with Jordan knows that 
always competing at somethii 
whether it’s basketball, 
baseball or a game of cards inj 
clubhouse — and he al 
wants to win. 1 
“I have an attitude about 
way I play," Jordan said. “Th 
an attitude about the way T 
.. It's going to take some timer 
me to come in and evalu 
what's here, what's going to 


retain general manager 
Unseld and coach Gar Heai 
he gave no guarantees. 
“Until we get everyone on 
track, everybody's disposable 
some degree,” Jordan said. 1i 


Jordan also will have an gwn- 


in the hockey operations. 
The Wizards hold the 
worst record in the East 


Flemington. Shortly afterwards, 
his uncle went to court to gain 
Custody of him and brought him 
to Flemington permanently 
However, his family and siblings 
are scattered; his twin sister and 
Older brother live in New York 
with relatives. His father also 


ife goes on for players 


resides in New York and his 
mother is still in California. He 
sees his father frequently, but he 
misses his mother. 

"Id like to see my mom," 
Hubbert says wistfully and 
would like to see his family 
reunited 

Football helped Hubbert 
adjust to his new living arrange- 
ment and introduced him to 
many of his current teammates. 

“It (football) helped me meet 
people. I probably wouldn’t have 
been very popular without it,” 
says Hubbert. 

Though he didn’t feel unwel- 
come in his new surroundings, 
Hubbert had adjustments to 
make. He was accustomed to 
growing up in a black neighbor- 
ood, and suddenly he was 
thrust into a predominately 
white environment. 
serts that adjusting 
s more difficult than 
adjusting racially, although he 
does recall his first brush with 
racism. While in the fifth-grade a 
classmate called him a racial 
slur and Hubbert retaliated by 
beating the kid up. 

*He didn't know what he way 
saying, or maybe he did know. 
He states that race is not an 
issue amongst his present team- 
mates. "The team respects each 
other." Hubbert has his sight set 
on attending the University of 
Maryland in the fall. 


Newark high schools to play in Riverfront Stadium 


NEWARK — Joseph N 
DiVecenzo, in conjuction with 
State District Superintendent for 
the Newark Public Schools, Mar- 
fon Bolden, Newark Mayor 
Sharpe James, Jack Venezia, 
Director of the Greater Newark 
Pournament, and Art Guida, 
Director of External Affairs for 
PSE&G, annouced that River- 
front Stadium will host an num- 
ber of Newark Public High 
School Baseball games this year. 

The roster of events includes 
the championship game of the 


Greater Newark Tournament, 
one of the state’s oldest and most 
prestigious high school baseball 
tournaments. 

Until 1972, the GNT was a 
statewide invitational tourna- 
ment. In 1973, the GNT became 
a county tournament that has an 
open invitation to any high 
school in Essex County. 

“We are extremely excited to 
welcome home the Greater 
Newark Tournament Champi- 
onship Game,” Freeholder Presi- 
dent Joseph DiVincenzo noted. 


i 
“A CELEBRATION OF 
OUR CHILDREN, OUR 
COMMUNITIES” 

On Wednesday, January 26, 
2000, New Jersey women's 
college basketball will be show- 
cased at the Louis Brown Ath- 
letic Center in Piscataway, 
when the Rutgers Scarlet 
Knights and Seton Hall Univer- 
Sity Pirates take to the court 
and match their skills 

The NJN Foundation and 
Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey invite you and a 
guest to join “A Celebration of 
Our Children, Our Communi- 
ties" pre-game reception from 
5:30 to 7:00 PM and game 
starting at 7:30 at the Louis 
Brown Athletic Center on the 
Rutgers Campus in Piscataway 

If you wish to attend the pre- 
game reception please call 
Brenda Gadson at 609-777- 
5059 by January 21. Space is 
limited so please call at your 
earliest convenience. 
COLGATE GAMES 
COMPETITORS CON- 

TINUE TO LEAD 
NATIONAL PACE 
THROUGH SECOND 
PRELIMINARY MEET 


BROOKLYN - High School 
track and field competitors 
throughout the nation have a 
tough lead to follow this year 
as Colgate Women's Games 
competitors continue to score 
impressive times through early 
preliminary meets. 

Natasha Staten of William 
Penn High School in Philadel- 
phia scored her second straight 
double win, taking the 55 
meters in 6.9 and the 200 
meters in 25.0. Meet Director 
Fred Thompson says Staten's 
Scores, are the times to beat 
throughout all. divisions 


We're in a New-ark 
state of mind 
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